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The bond of fellowship in this church 
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co-operate in establishing the Kingdom for 
which he lived and died. 

Te that end we avow our faith in 

God as Eternal and All-Conquering Love, 

The spiritual leadership of Jesus, 

The supreme worth of every human 
personality, 

The authority of truth known or to be 
known, 

And in the power of men of good will and 
sacrificial spirit to overcome all evil and 
progressively establish the Kingdom of 
God. 

Neither this nor any other statement shall 

be imposed as a creedal test, provided that 
the faith thus indicated be professed. 


The conditions of fellowship in the church 
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the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Univer- 
salist Church of America. 
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


The cover shows you the face of starvation. These Greek 
children (they are all children) have the faces of old people 
because they have been and still are half starved. They are 
standing in front of the only home they know, a thatched 
hut amid ruins. In the foreground is their only asset, a pig 
that died of starvation. = 


Albert F. Ziegler of Wakefield, Massachusetts, asserts on 
the basis of history and sound logic, that Universalism Is Life 
Centered. Mr. Ziegler urges the imperative and immediate 
need for thorough-going religious liberalism in our day. 


Dane E. Klotzle, minister of our youngest church at 
Wellesley Fells, Massachusetts, urges us to a universalism 
that will break the bonds of historic Christian exclusiveness 
in his article on Beyond Christianity to Universalism. Mr. 
Klotzle represents a point of view held by an increasing 
number of our younger ministers. The demand of these 
young men that Christians desist from Christian imperialism 
and reach out the hand of fellowship to followers of other 
world religions is prompted by the fact that they love Chris- 
tianity more, not less, than do conservative churchmen. 


John E. Wood, minister of the Murray Universalist Church, 
Attleboro, Massachusetts, makes clear the need for the fa- 
mous Liberty Clause in our Avowal of Faith in Charter of 
Our Freedom; Foundation of Our Faith. 


Carleton M. Fisher in reporting on the 1946 Conference 
of the International Association of Religious Liberals at Cam- 
bridge, England, expresses the same emphasis on the need for 
immediate application of the universals in religion with which 
Messrs. Wood, Ziegler, Klotzle and Scott are concerned. Mr. 
Fisher’s story is a heartening account of how Liberal Leaders 
Plan Active World Fellowship. 


Miles Rodehaver, assistant professor of Sociology in the 
University of Rochester and Universalist minister, makes a 
realistic, yet sympathetic approach to a common church 
problem in Short Pastorates in Our Churches. 


so ea ee - 


Clinton Lee Scott, superintendent of Universalist Churches 
in Massachusetts, was the first speaker in a series of radio 
broadcasts from Station WMEX (Monday evenings, 7:45 to 
8:00). Universalism, A Philosophy for Living is the text of 
Dr. Scott’s broadcast. 


MOST IMPORTANT! LOOK FOR THIS IN OUR NEXT 
NUMBER 


Once in a generation a prophet rises up among us and 
tells us just exactly what is the matter with us. Then, be- 
cause he is a real prophet, he not only convicts us of sin but 
also tells us what we must do to be saved from our sins. Such 
a prophet is Professor Angus H. MacLean and such an oc- 
casion was the New York State Sunday School Association 
meeting October 7 when Professor MacLean addressed his 
fellow Universalists on CAN WE UNIVERSALIST ADULTS 
MEASURE UP TO OUR EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES? 

The Christian Leader will print the text of this unique 
address in the November 2 number. 

If this article were made the object of intelligent and 
prayerful study in all our churches, we would experience a 
Pentecost in our fellowship. 

There will be a limited number of extra copies available. 
If you wish extra copies send your order in immediately. 
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The World Needs 


N this number, John Wood with his emphasis on a 
: religious conviction that dares to trust freedom of 
| the spirit, Dana Klotzle with his plea for a real and 
| universal fellowship of religionists of every universal 
| religion, and Albert Ziegler with his ‘insistence on keep- 
| ing religion on the life line of man’s needs; all express 
the convictions and aspirations of many of our younger 
| ministers. Carl Fisher, from across the world, speaks 
in this same spirit in his report on the Cambridge con- 
ference of Religious Liberals. 


These young men are convinced that there will 
never be one world of man as long as world religions 
continue*to go their ways, each with an exclusive claim 
to religious truth. They most earnestly desire a world 
religious fellowship which will be universalist in the 
broadest and deepest sense of that great word. They 
-seek to reach out the hand of fellowship to other re- 
-ligionists, both to share and to learn, and together to 
build one world of sane human living. They are con- 
vinced that the spirit of their Master zs expressed in 
the words, “other sheep have I not of this fold.” They 
are most impatient with exclusive Christian claims to 
thé truth not because they love Christianity less than 
do “conservative churchmen, but because they love 
high .religion more. 


We strongly concur in this position. We are con- 
vinced that time and the power of Almighty God are 
on the side of universalism. We know that this world 
religious fellowship will not be realized in the life times 
of éither ourselves or our younger colleagues. We know 
also that no great religious ideal was ever realized in 


one generation or two or three generations. We serve | 


a power before whom “a thousand years are as but 
a day.” 
There is not only great promise in the position of 


our younger ministers, there are also very great dif- 
ficulties and eatreme dangers. There are the difficul- 


ties of language and complicated differences in cultural _ 


Real Universalists 


patterns. He who would be consistently universalistic 
in his fellowship with Moslem or Buddhist must know 
the religions of Islam and Buddhism and the cultural 
patterns, the geographical, economic, and _historical 
influences which have made these great religions what 
they are. This means a lifetime of study. Anything 
less than this means falling prey to the ever present 
dangers of easy eclecticism or (for want of a better 
word to easily identify it) queer “crackpotism.” He 
who believes everything ends up by believing nothing. 
This way is spiritual boredom and is the sure end of 
lazy liberals who pick a nice sounding word from this 
religion and that and think that they are universalists 
of the larger order. In such people, there is no hope 
of any kind of healthy religion. The other danger lies 
in the field of spiritual eccentricity. The devotee, 
thinking he is going beyond Christendom, lays hold of 
some obscure esoteric doctrine and rides it as a hobby. 
This man, and his name is legion, has an easy, though 
secret way of salvation. He is, in fact, exclusive in 
his very inclusiveness or imagined inclusiveness. 


None of our younger Universalist thinkers have 
fallen into these traps. They say frankly that they 
are “Universalists of Christian origin.” 'They recog- 
nize that for them the pattern of life and behavior 
must be Christian. This, however, does not rule out 
an active and intelligent endeavor to set up working 
fellowship with leaders of religions other than Chris- 
tianity. They approach such leaders as brother re- 
ligionists. Most important of all, recognize that there 
is no easy route to world religious fellowship. They 
know that the progress of high religion, everywhere 
and in every cult, waits on the conquests of selfishness 
and cruelty and the building of good will and moral 
integrity into the institutions of man. 

We say, follow these young leaders. They may 
make universalists of us all. 
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THE UNIFIED APPEAL AND OUR SOUTHERN 
WORK 


HEN, in the late eighteenth centry, Elhanan 


Winchester went South to take up his ministry in ~ 


a Baptist Church in Pee Dee River, South Carolina he 
stopped overnight with an Episcopal minister some- 
where in Virginia. The guest and his host had a long 
theological discussion during which the host expressed 
his belief in the final salvation of all men. This sent the 
young minister on his way more firmly convinced than 
ever of his private faith in this gospel of universalism. 
All who know Universalist history in this country, know 
that Elhanan Winchester later became one of our 
strongest leaders. 


Mr. Winchester reported hearing Universalist ideas 
expressed by many people throughout the South. Yet 
today, two and a half centuries later, there are still 
few Universalist Churches in the South. In this 
beautiful city of Richmond, Virginia, from which we 
are writing, there is no church of our faith. We are 
sure from our contacts with the gracious people of 
Richmond that there is a liberal spirit here. 


We are committed to a definite project of church 
expansion in the South. Funds have been set aside 
to start the work. They will provide only enough for 
a beginning. Therefore, it is of extreme importance 
that we oversubscribe the 1946-1947 Unified Appeal. 
The Southern work is of course but one project, but 
it is a primary project of our five year program of ex- 
pansion. Work in the South means spending much 
money for field workers. It will be money well spent 
and most necessary if our plans are to come out of the 
“paper” stage into the lives of men and women. Those 
plans must come out of the paper stage if we are to 
survive. .In this connection, we should all act on 
Dr. Ulrich’s closing words in the debate at Akron. 
“In the South is the growing edge of liberalism.” 


From time to time, we shall speak of the other 
work which depends for its support on the funds 
realized from. the Unified Appeal. The total amount 
asked this year is substantially larger than ever before. 
The increase is not for useless overhead expenses but 
for Christian work, including the relief of human 
misery, the conquest of human prejudice and ignorance 
and fear. It is all desperately needed work. There 
are scores of places in the South where the vital kind 
of religious ministry given by Dr. and Mrs. Ulrich 
should be practiced by Universalists. Your support of 
the current Unified Appeal will help to bring projects 
alive. Your support now will mean strong, self-sup- 
porting Universalist Churches through the South in 
the years ahead. 


Give generously to the financial appre! of your 
church. The world ts our parish. 
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THE GIDEONS HAVE NO RIGHT TO 
PROPAGATE FUNDAMENTALISM IN 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Liberals must be constantly alert to the ever in- 
creasing dangers to free religion. Forces are aggres- 
sively active which threaten the freedom of man’s 
spirit. In his letter in this number, Dr. Harry Adams 
Hersey calls attention to one very real threat. 

Dr. Hersey objects, and we object, to the practice 
of the Gideon Society in distributing copies of the New 
Testament which contain a fundamentalist explana- 
tion of the scriptures. We are convinced that Uni- 
versalists everywhere, who have given support to the 
Gideon’s formerly excellent work in making the Bible 
easily available, should register their strong objection 
to this new policy. This is, in fact, a most insidious 
method of propagating fundamentalist ideas in our 
public schools. 


SEVENTY-SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR ST. 
LAWRENCE—HELP FINISH THE JOB. 


It is a joy to report that the effort to raise an ad- 
ditional one hundred thousand dollars endowment for 
the theological, school of St. Lawrence University 
has passed the three quarter mark. Dr. George E. 
Huntley tells us that the fund now totals seventy-six 
thousand, one hundred and thirteen dollars. 

This means that the project is in the home stretch. 
Now is the time for those who have been meaning to 
give to come forward with their gifts. Now is the 
time for those who meant to give a little more to do so. 

A year ago when we started the drive, one hundred 
thousand dollars looked a long way off. It seemed 
a difficult goal. Some said the effort was badly timed, 
too late. Dr. Huntley and his committee saw all the 
difficulties and attacked them with courage and in- 
telligence. These hard-working servants of the church 
have worked diligently and produced good results. We 
must not let them down. We must help finish the job 
successfully. More important, we must put this drive 
well over the top so that St. Lawrence may be better 
equipped to train men adequately for the job of 
being skilled parish ministers. 


NEWS ON THE FOUR WINDS 


The Swiss cooperative organizations have an- 
nounced that their combined journals now reach al- 
most five hundred thousand regular readers. The 
German-language editions have a circulation of three 
hundred fifty-nine thousand copies; the French editions 
one hundred five thousand five hundred ‘and forty; and 
the Italian editions sixteen thousand three hundred and 
thirty —Worldover Press. 
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Universalism is Life Centered 


Albert F. Ziegler 


-, Religion is standard equipment in human beings. 
primarily a code‘ of ethics imposed on man from outside, but rather 
_anatural force within him which impels him continually to seek 
the highest loyalties. It chooses out of his environment the purposes 
which shall be the center of his life and the well-springs of all his 
The church’s only reason for existence is to serve this 
natural religious force, to encourage its development and to guide 


actions. 


it into the highest avenues of expression. 


the church must be 
life of man and im- 
Organized religion 


Tae philosophy expressed by 
grounded in the present day 
mediately effective in that area. 
must deal in truths as provable and usable as those 
of any other science. It has no greater license to waste 
its energies in unknowable, other-worldly conceptions 
than has the scientist in his laboratory. Rather, it has 
a mandate to be the most practical and workable of 
sciences, by reason of its function as inspiration and 
guide to all human effort. 


In our church work we have often expressed appre- 
ciation of the wealth of tradition to which we are heir; 
the Bible, other devotional writings, and a host of 
religious customs and perceptions from men of. other 
ages. Yet, these are not an unmixed blessing. It is 
precisely because these traditions are available that 
we are today faced with a division between life and 
organized religion. We make a separation between the 
“religious” and the “secular,” between Sunday and 
week-days, between sacred and profane. Because there 
is a specific area which we have labeled “religion,” 
there is another area which we have been content to 
leave without religion. It has been too easy for us to 
accept the religious perceptions of other times and 
cultures as the religion of our time, without subjecting 
them to thorough-going analysis in terms of our needs. 
As a consequence, organized religion has failed to serve 
the. religious force in man, and has divided his loyalties, 
weakening, rather than strengthening his life by pre- 
senting the interests of his deity as opposed to his life 
demands. 

“ We are so deeply involved in this division that we 
are unable to “see the woods for the trees,” and re- 
ligion becomes increasingly divorced from life. It was 
not always so. Primitive man was not “blessed” with 
a rich religious heritage, He was none the less 
religious for that. The same fire for truth burned in 
him as is a part of our nature, and it drove him to the 
construction of a religious philosophy for his day. It 
was a simple philosophy, savage and superstitious in 
the light of our knowledge, but it represented the most 
workable truths of which he could conceive. Scholars 
debate whether primitive man worshiped a god or a 
gociety. This distinction would not have been under- 
standable to him. His society was his god, his ged was 
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It is not 


his society. His totem, sign of his god and his tribe alike, 
was testimony to the life-character of his religion. That 
which he worshiped, he served in all his actions, 
through all his days. He knew no division between 
the demands of life and the demands of his god. They 
were of one piece. His priest was his king. His prayer 
was his work. His science was his religion, and they 
went forward together. 


At some point in the growing consciousness of man, 
a break occurred between religious concepts and life. 
A body of tradition, representing the religious con- 
ceptions of an earlier time, began to take on the iron 
shell of “eternality,” and became almost impervious to 
changing life perceptions. Life itself cannot be 
so confined and it went on alone without religion. 
But, because the energies of man were now divided, 
life did not have the fullness and warmth that emotion- 
al unity can give it, and went on weakened. If we may 
conceive of the developing life of man as a straight line, 
the “life-line” on the accompanying chart, we must 
picture the religion of primitive man as splitting off 
to the side as it becomes separated from life’s demands. 
Beginning as a part of life, its forms outlast their 
usefulness, and set up an area of “eternal truth” not 
amenable to growing reason. The priest-king became 
two persons, the priest, a dealer in magic and super- 
stition, and the king, the power in society and science, 
Religion became a sucker, drawing off energy from 
the life-line, a sucker which trickles off to ultimate 
death as it becomes increasingly unusable. The life- 
line went on, weakened by a division in man’s loyalties. 


Religion is usable only in its liberal state, when 
it has grown out of the needs of the day and rep- 
resents an expression of actionable ideals. As it be- 
comes institutionalized, it tends to grow apart from 
life. In its frozen orthodox form, it is made up of the 
out-moded conceptions which were functional in an 
earlier day but which now confuse rather than en- 
lighten life. There have been a series of “liberalizers” 
throughout the history of man. In our own religious 
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tradition, one of these liberalizers was Moses. He has 
never been given recognition by us for his greatest 
accomplishment. Moses gave to the slaves in Egypt 
a new religion that expressed their life needs in so 
clear a way as to enlist their whole emotions. The 
slaves were out of many different cultures. That 
was not important. They were one in their needs. 
Moses expressed this religiously by providing the slaves 
with one redeeming god and one unifying tradition. He 
gave them a faith so vital and life-centered that it 
brought them out of slavery and laid the foundation 
for a new nation. Moses brought religion back to 
the life-line. He had the confidence and insight to 
express the needs of man in terms of God’s will. 

But, when the days of Moses had passed and life 
presented new problems and new perceptions, the 
concepts of Moses were continued unchanged. Again 
religion moved apart from life, and the life-line was 
weakened. Some of the spirit of Moses was con- 
tinued in the early Biblical scribes who freely an- 
notated the scriptures from time to time, expressing 
as God’s will their solution to man’s needs in that 
day. In the main, however, institutional religion 
froze into a body of teachings arbitrary to the life 
of the time. The next liberalizing experience came in 
the prophetic line culminating in the religious in- 
sights of Jesus. The Judaism) of Jesus’ time had 
drifted far afield from life. Its demands were in con- 
flict with the highest life demands of the time. It failed 
completely to provide inspiration in needed social re- 
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forms or guidance in the personal lives of its ad- 
herents. Jesus cut through all the dead tradition to 
establish religion again on the life-line. “Ye have 
heard it was said of old time—, but, I say unto you—.” 
His concepts of God grew out of the needs of man. 
He revered tradition only as it was functional in his 
day. He loved religious personalities of other days for 
their spirit, which was timeless, rather than for their 
concepts, which were for their own time. 


If a religion had been established in the spirit 
rather than on the words and imagined words of 
Jesus, there would never again have been a division 
between religion and life. He saw the needs of man, 
in this life, as the vital concern of a loving father-god. 
His teachings were firmly based in the human prob- 
lems of his day, but, out of a failure to recognize his 
method, the Christian church grew, another sucker, 
from the life-line. There were many efforts to re- 
form Catholicism into a more life-centered force but 
it still continues today, a feudalistic faith m an in- 
creasingly democratic culture, and survives by a 
policy of changing its dictates from time to time just 
enough to maintain the institution. It has lost very 
nearly all of its religious nature, and is in the main a 
unique combination of secret society and business in- 
stitution, while domg a great disservice to its people 
by claiming their religious loyalties. The inevitable 
rebellion against this division of religion and life came 
in the Reformation. Luther’s “priesthood of all be- 
lievers” was so actionable that it found immediate 
expression in the peasant revolts against feudalism. 
Calvin’s religious teachings were so completely a part 
of the life of the times that it is still hotly debated 
whether Protestantism gave rise to capitalism or 
capitalism inspired Protestantism. Geneva’s religion 
was one with its society and Calvin was priest-king. 
Religion was again back to the life-line, with its con- 
cepts of stewardship, hard work and frugal living, and 
life was rich in emotional power. The same faith which é 
inspired unified living then, is today a sucker on our 
tree of life. The concepts of Calvin which were true 
in a day when capitalism represented a greater de- 
mocracy, are out-moded in a time when capitalism is 
an iron band around a growing society. The religion 
which is maintained by the overwhelming majority 
of churches today is so far removed from life that many 
social reforms and personal faiths must find in- 
spiration and support outside of organized religion. 
Life today is again a dichotomy, and the emotional 
drive of religion is dissipated in meaningless forms 
conceived in another culture. 

Into this picture comes the Universalist church 
with the task, laid upon it by its founders, of bring- 
ing religion back to the life-line. The label of 
liberalism means nothing if it does not mean a com- 
pletely life-centered religion, with a confidence in 
the divinity of man and the validity of his needs. We 
have not followed the courageous line laid down for 
us by Hosea Ballou and others in the vital days of — 
our church. We have been too interested in the ap- 
proval of other denominations, too anxious for ac- 
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~ who acknowledge his Lordship. 


) bringing to it again the inspiration of a living religion. 
! We-can choose this hard road, fighting our way back 


ceptance by them. Like the Hebrew people who 
wanted a king because “every other nation had one 
so we have longed to be in the Federal Council of 
Churches with other churches. We have been afraid 
to be different, forgetting our grave and glorious task. 

.,im our faith we have the means to vitalize life, 


to the life-line through every arbitrary prejudice of 
organized religion, or we can cling to a church that 
1s going to its death. In liberal religion alone is there 
life. If we are not willing to subject every part of our 


religious beliefs to the acid test of present day needs 
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dnd build our faith out of the demands of today’s life, 
we must in fairness relinquish the name Universalist 
to other, braver souls. And, if we turn our backs upon 
liberalism, we would do best to seek the haven of the 
most consistent of the orthodox and rejoin the Catholic 


Beyond Christianity to 


Universalism 


Dana E. Klotzle 


Modernism is that kind of religious thinking which attempts 
to inculcate the partialistic concept of the Lordship of Christ 
within the framework of a world that needs universalism. 
#dvocates try desperately to be objective in their search for a 
Christianity that can be on the one hand scientific, and upon 
the other loyal to the concept that “God was in Christ recon- 
These modern Christian 
apologists are sincere men, in some cases “big” men, who are 
Unfortunately, how- 
ever, these men do not see beyond Christianity to Universalism. 


ciling the world unto himself.” 


able to see beyond creeds and dogmas. 


HARLES Clayton Morrison, editor of the Chris- 
Atian Century, in his recent series of articles, “Can 
Protestantism Win America,” sounds the trumpet call 
to*an ecumenical movement in Protestantism whose 
only.. sovereign authority shall be the Lordship of 
Christ. “His sovereign authority is the only ecumenical 


“principle in Christianity, Everything else—I say it 


sweepingly—everything else—Bible, creed, sacraments, 
tradition, ‘ancient order of things’-—is divisive, sec- 
tarian, hopeless, when it is held without being referred 
to’ Christ for his judgment upon it. The unanimous 
voice of the Protestant conscience proclaims that Jesus 
Christ is the living head of his living Church, and that 
his living Church transcends all denominational 
churches and includes the whole community of those 
The sheep of other 
sectarian folds belong to him no less than those of 


_ their own sectarian fold. They belong to him, not alone 
because they all claim him, but because he recognizes 
and actually receives all of them as his own. 
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church. If our religion does not work, it makes little 
difference how badly it doesn’t work. If we are 
willing to develop the divine implications of our faith, 
we must dedicate ourselves to a thorough-going purg- 
ing of our religious teachings and practices of all dead 
tradition, taking into it truths of today from every 
walk of life. In the process, we may lose many people 
who have joined our group without a clear know- 
ledge of its nature. If so, we will no longer be the grab- 
bag of the Protestant churches, the catch-all in which 
all may retain their particular prejudices without dis- 
comfort. We will be a church with a living faith and 
a definite direction, preaching a creed for today. For 
every person lost to our influence, we will gain many 
from the unchurched millions, those who have recog- 
nized that organized religion has failed to express the 
religion that burns in the breast of every human being. 
The choice is ours to make—death or life. 


Its 


We wish to add a devout “Amen” to these ex- 
cellent, heart moving sentiments expressed by Dr. Mor- 
rison. We eagerly await the time and date when 
Protestantism will take the necessary steps to organize 
on such ecumenical basis. But we hasten to add that 
even this comparatively progressive brand of Prot- 
estantism, when it arrives, will be only a first step. 
The world needs that kind of religious foundation 
which will go beyond Christian modernism to Uni- 
versalism. The need is now! 

It is the contention of universalism that unless 
ecumenical Christianity, if and when it becomes other 
than theoretical, can see God not only through the 
eyes of Christ, but also through the eyes of a Buddha. 
a Confucius, or a Ghandi it will die a proper death. 
Ecumenical Christianity will, by the very logic of its 
proclaiming the Lordship of Christ, be an eaclusive 
body which distinguishes between those who accept 
his Lordship and those who have never heard of him. 
Nor will an acceptance of the findings of science and 
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psychology save the eventual demise of a modernistic 
Christianity that can give the world no broader unit- 
ing concept than the Lordship of Christ. 

Radical universalism must insist with all reverence 
that it is not necessary for man to reach God through 
Christ. Moses, Amos, Hosea and Isaiah, to mention 
only a few of the Old Testament prophets, reached 
God as well as any other men and they did so without 
the guidance of Christ. Laotze and Confucius of old 
Asia and Ghandi and Nehru of the new Asia found 
a reputable tertium quid without knowing the divine 
Lordship of Christ. More than two thirds of the 
world’s people have not known Christ nor will they 
ever accept him as their Lord. These millions of our 
human brethren have other avenues to the source of 
all being. It is unrealistic for any kind of Christianity 
to attempt to get all peoples to accept Jesus as Lord. 
It is also egotistical to continue to believe as most 
Christians do that anyone is a heathen who has not 
heard of Christ. 

Nor can this uninformed Christianity, modern or 
otherwise, take refuge in the traditional dogma that 
Christ Jesus was God, disguised as a man. Hundreds of 
years before the birth of Jesus, there were nine in- 
carnations of God according to the Hindu Puranas. 
There have already been twenty-four incarnations of 
Buddha. The Bhagavid Gita records the incarnation 
process which instead of being uniquely Christian is 
the possession of all great religions. 


“When Righteousness 

“Declines O Bharat! when Wickedness, 

Is strong, from age to age, I rise and take 
Visible shape, and move a man with man, 
Succoring the good, thrusting the evil back, 
And setting virtue on her throne again.” 


Radical universalism believes that there are many 
avenues that lead to the Source of all Values. .. . 
It insists that, even as Jesus outgrew the confines of 
Judaism, so Christianitv must go beyond itself to help 
establish a world religion that can unite all people 
everywhere in the age old quest for the Source of All 
Good. 

It is precisely at this pomt that modernistic Chris- 
tians become exclusive and thus erect a barrier to a 
world understanding so vital to the cause of Inter- 
national Peace. Thomas 8. Kepler, an able apologist 
for the modernistic point of view, makes the assertion 
that “Constructive Modernism believes Christianity 
to be true to reality. To say that Jesus Christ 
is the savior of the world is not mere verbosity, 
it is the ‘most modern, realist expression  con- 
ceivable’’”? Tt may well be that to many, Chris- 
tian reality and Christianity are one, but what 
of the millions of Hindus, Moslem, Confucianists, 
and others. Where can they meet with a Christendom 
that insists that its religion is the sole reality of life? 
There can be no common ground for any of us to 
stand upon unless Christians are willing to grant 
the worth of the non-Christian beliefs. The Jesus 
described in the New Testament is a universal figure 
who is not confined to a sectarian or particularistic 
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approach to God. While Jesus’ followers have be- 
come Christo-centric, he himself, was cosmo-centric. 

Krishnalal Shridharani in his excellent work The 
Mahatma and the World brings the point to a focus 
when he writes, “The Englishman in India, if he be 
a missionary, is likely to give India a taste not of 
Christianity, but of evangelical Christianity. All those 
who do not follow the Way and put the burden of 
their sins on The Prophet are lost indeed and there 
is no redemption for them. This does not leave any 
room for live and let live. This makes it impossible 
for any non-Christian to be a real equal of the Chris- 
tian in India—at least in the mind of the missionary. 
Needless to say, there cannot be a greater source of 
group tension and conflict.” 

Christianity is not to be identified as reality per- 
sonified to any one of the 225,000,000 Moslems who 
are convinced with equal zeal that there cannot be 
peace until the world is converted to Islam. Nor 
will Christianity pass for reality to 250,000,00 Con- 
fucianists, to the 240,000,000 Hindus or to the 200.- 
000,000 Buddhists. Nor can any of these millions of 
non-Christians and same Christians (I hope) be con- 
vinced by Kepler’s further dogmatism that “history, 
affected by the motif of Jesus Christ, has become the 
vehicle of eternal values; the day of the Lord has be- 
come a present realization; demonic powers have been 
overthrown; eternal life qualitatively has come into 
the world; the divine event inauguarated by Jesus 
Christ has taken place; in fact, that which always 
lay. beyond history is now a historical realization.” 


Radical universalism must insist that while Jesus 
has greatly affected the course of history, he did not 
magically or exclusively bring eternal values inte 
history. Such values as love and brotherhood had 
been made manifest by other religious teachers and 
writers long before the birth of Christianity’s founder. 
If we had been brought up on the teachings of Con- 


fucius, we would be chagrined to meet a Christian whoy ) 


claimed sole possession of the Golden Rule when five 
hundred vears before Christ our beloved Confucius 
had written “What one does not like to have done 
to himself, he should not do to others.” 

The point is that Christianity, modern or other- 
wise, has failed to do its full part in the quest for 
true brotherhood and peace. Christianity has failed 
to lead the way to peace because it has forgotten the 
universalism of its founder who counted every person 
of equal worth with every other person. Or as Dr. 
Emery Reeves so ably stated the case for universalism 
—“what was divine and civilizing in Christianity was 
its universalism—the doctrine which teaches that all 


"men are created equal in the sight of God and are 


ruled by one God, with one law over all men.’ Dr. 
Reeves goes on to substantiate our thesis that modern- 
istic Christianity, despite its flirtations with science, 
psychology and the one world concept, has in every 
nation made national policy consistent with Chris- 
tian policy. In time of war, the Christian Nation State 
finds it garments pure white, untarnished by sin, while 
it finds the garments of other nations black with sin. 
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Such a policy again divides men and nations into the 
godly and the ungodly, into the saved and the lost, 
into the righteous and the unrighteous. 

Radical universalism’ must insist that the time is 
at hand when we must transmute our national loyal- 
ties into universal moral principles and laws of an 
international organization. Religious groups that seek 
_ to, bind their subjects closer to the outmoded na- 
_ tional state are only preparing the species for its 
liquidation. Educational institutions, religious or 
secular, that extol the virtues and advantages of one 
kind of group over another, without building a cor- 
responding appreciation of the underlying values we 
_ all hold in common, are helping the race to comit 
- suicide. 

* “Human society can be saved only by universalism,” 
writes Dr. Reeves. He is right. The modernist in 
religion who feels he has made tremendous intellectual 
strides because of the substantiations afforded religion 
by present day science and psychology is fifty years 
behind the times. Unfortunately, there are too many 
sectarian Universalists who have progressed no further 
in thinking than their contemporary modernistic col- 
leagues. If our present day Universalism has failed 


Charter of Our Freedom: 
Foundation of Our Faith 


John E. Wood 


cf 


This is frankly polemic. It is concerned strictly with Universalism. 
I do not believe in apology where my faith is concerned. 


strong faith, a lovable faith, a faith of power. 


FTEN, we hear that most Protestant churches 
Q) are alike, that there are no differences worth 
mentioning. I am convinced that there are differences. 
I believe these differences are worth mentioning. 
» The most obvious difference between ourselves and 
riost other churches, is that we are a non-creedal 
~@hurch. This fact does not spring from an irresponsi- 
ble desire to be different, nor is it just a nice way of 
saying that we don’t know nor care what we believe 
so have not taken the pains to write it down. On the 
' “contrary, our basic philosophy will not allow us to 
become creedal. 

Written into the articles of the Church is the 
famous Liberty Clause. It is printed with each official 
pronouncement of the faith. It reads,— 

“Neither this nor any other precise form of words 
is required as a condition of fellowship, provided always 
that the principles above be expressed.” 

This is our Declaration of Independence. It 1s 
the Charter of our Spiritual Freedom. It guarantees 
to you and to me our soul’s freedom. We cannot be 
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to arouse the enthusiasm of people, it is because many 
of our clergy and laity are totally unfamiliar with the 
inclusivenes of the philosophy of universalism, to say 
nothing of the implications of such a belief. 

Kepler and his modernistic friends who seek to give 
modernism depth, need to do six things. First, free 
the Christian community of the false idea that God 
can be seen only through the eyes of Christ. Second, 
inform Christendom that the doctrine of God come 
to earth disguised as a man is not exclusively Chris- 
tian, but rather universally human. Third, recognize 
the validity of the quest for the Source of All Values 
as excercised by non-Christian groups. Four, stop 
trying to make Christianity and reality one and the 
same for reality is not exclusively Christian. Five, 
admit that Jesus shares credit with other religious 
giants of non-Christian fame for the inculation in- 
trospection of eternal values into history. Sza, help 
Christians to recover the universalism of its founder— 
that kind of universalism that is based on the equal 
worth of all persons before God and men. 


' The Christian Century, July 3, 1946 
2 Journal of Bible and Religion, Feb., 1939 
3 The Anatomy of Peace, Duell, Sloan and Pearce 
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read out of the Church because we have not received 
certain rites in some particular fashion. Nor can we 
be denied fellowship because we have not been bap- 
tized according to some special formula. 

A creed is an exclusion act. It, by definition and 
form, can be nothing else. There is no creed in the 
gospels. Christ gave a commandment, to love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart .. . and thy neighbor 
as thyself. Not once in all his teaching or in his 
preaching did he give a creed. Where, then, did the 
creeds come from? Every Church creed, Protestant 
or Catholic, was written by councils of ecclesiastics. 
In them, they wrote what they thought was a sort of 
password to the Kingdom of Heaven. These were 
generally concerned with such matters as Baptism, the 
peculiar circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus, 
the nature of the Godhead. | 
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Everytime I read a church creed, I seem to hear a 
haunting voice echoing his age-old question, “Why call 
ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say.” 

Many creeds served an historical purpose. Many 
were written honestly and sincerely. But regardless 
of their sincerity, a creed by its very nature, is and 
must. be an exclusion act. 


“They called me rebel, heretic, a thing to flout 
And drew a circle to cut me out.” 
But with our Liberty Clause we say— 
“But love and I had the wit to win 
We drew a circle which took them in.” 


Incidentally this quatrain was written by Edwin 
Markham after he had attended a service at the Uni- 
versalist Church of the Divine Paternity, New York 
City: 

Our Liberty Clause, that Charter of our Spiritual 
Freedom states boldly and without apology that fazth 
is larger than creed,—that it cannot be narrowed, com- 
pressed, within the limits of a formal, exact, or strict 
definition. It recognized that people may well be 
possessed of a common faith in God, in Christ, in men 
of good-will, in invincible righteousness, all conquering 
love, yet may wish to express that faith differently and 
use different worship forms. 

The assumption behind all creeds is that faith to 
be true, must be fixed—cast into an official mold,—of 
the same size, dimensions, and composition for every- 
one. 

A creed is a house of bondage. Across the doorway 
ought to be written—“Abandon here your soul’s 
inalienable right to liberty.” 

A creed is convenient for those who are satisfied 
with secondhand lodging,—who can live on food put 
up in containers labeled by ancient ecclesiastics and 
salted by the dust of medieval debate. 

My soul prefers to grow—in the open air, to dig 
its own roots deep into the earth itself. The free soul 
always prefers even the gloom. of uncertain fogs,—the 
buffet of wild ideas, the terror of nights of doubt, if 
only when the sun of new vision rises—the light of new 
truth shows on the far horizon, that it shall see this 
truth, not through shuttered windows, but through 
clear eyes and a clean wind-swept heart. 

It is a harder but stronger way. Unerringly, 
Christ pointed to it. He gave his disciples no creedal 
crutch. 

When a man asked, “Master, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” Jesus did not answer in a creedal 
formula—remission of sins—blood of the lamb—nor in 
any ritual performance. In fact, he did not answer at 
all. He asked a question. “What is written? How 
readest’ thou?” 

The man answered, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” ; 

Jesus replied simply, “Thou hast answered aright. 
This do and thou shalt live.” 

When the man asked further, “Who is my neigh- 
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bor?” Jesus told a story about a man on the Jericho 
road. He concluded the story with a question, “Which 
now of these three, thinkest thow was neighbor . . .” 

Again and again we find Jesus asking questions. 
“Whom say ye that I am?” “How think ye?” When 
he was asked to divide an inheritance he replied, “Who 
made me a judge or divider among you?” He refused 
to judge a woman taken in adultery. Instead, he 
trusted the fundamental decency in the hearts of her 
accusers. By such trust, he brought the condemned 
and the accusers together on the ground of their 
common worth. 

Thus, our Liberty Clause, that charter of our 
spiritual freedom actually states what Christ unerr- 
ingly pointed to a doctrine of trust. He trusted these 
people to find deep in their own prayer-filled hearts 
the right answers. It is trust, absolute—unlimited—with 
no apologies or strings. It is trust, without reservation 
or condition in the decency of mankind. There are no 
spots of fear in it nor any fences. It opens all religion 
to the inquiring mind. It trusts that the fundamental 
stuff of the world is good—that man’s curiosity in 
search of it is good—that any and all truth, however 
unpalatable, even truth that upsets ancient tradition, 
is good. For truth comes from God. New lights and 
new revelations are coming every day. Furthermore, 
that charter of spiritual freedom trusts God; trusts that 
God will lead the souls of men aright through many 
ways, not along a single path. His love encompasses 
all. There are no heathens, there are no spiritual 
orphans. There is the Universal Fatherhood of God. 

The Liberty Clause is not a whim, nor a weak 
vacillation. It is an honest, frank declaration of un- 
reserved trust. It springs sturdily out of the deep 
wellsprings of a sturdy, absolute faith. It is that faith 
in action. 

The direction of the faith is guided by variously 
worded statements which have been adopted from time 
to time by the assembled Church. I shall confine 
myself now to those known generally as the “Five 
Principles.” One has already been noted The Universal« 
Fatherhood of God. 

The second one is: We believe in the Spiritual 
Authority and Leadership of Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, 
the scribe that recorded the event closes the account 
with this comment. “He spoke as one having authority 
and not as the scribes and Pharisees.” They spoke 
from authority pointing to Moses, the prophets, or 
rabbinical law. Jesus spoke on authority as an 
authority. That is the way it is offered to his disciples. 
It is the way it comes to us. 


Of course, we differ among ourselves concerning the 
natural or supernatural character of Jesus. As a 
church, we have welcomed every scrap of research into 
his life and times. Eagerly, we have sought to com- 
prehend the events of his life. We are not, indeed 
cannot, be afraid of any honest truth searching. Our 
acceptance of his authority is not based on the miracle 
stories, not on any special or peculiar circumstance 
surrounding his birth or death. His authority comes 
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Over A Thousand Universalists To Open Massachusetts 
Conference October 27 


Universalist Church in Cambridge, Massachusetts, for a mass rally to launch their Fall program 

_, of advance. Choirs from Greater Boston Universalist churches will mass forces for the occasion. 

| Highlighting the. program will be addresses by Clarence R. Skinner, Dean Emeritus of Tufts College 

_Sehool of Religion, and Maj. Gen. Wallace C. Philoon, Administrative Assistant to Gov. Horace Hii!- 
dreth of Maine, and an oustanding Universalist layman. Dr. Clinton Lee Scott, Superintendent of 

Massachusetts Universalist Churches, will address the group on “Pointing Up the Ten-Ten Program.” 
The evening program will consist of a series of seven discussion groups on how to implement the 
Ten-Ten program in the local church. 

-*** At nine-thirty on Monday morning, October 28, the annual Fall Conference will get under way 
with a service of worship, followed by five conference groups. At twelve-thirty Frederick L. 
Harrison will speak at the ministers’ luncheon on “Teaching Universalism.” Afternoon meetings 
will include conferences on women’s work, religious education and youth work. Dr, Robert Cummins, 
General Superintendent of the Universalist Church of America will address the evening meeting on, 


jy | Preteeete hundred Universalists will gather at four o’clock on Sunday, October 27, at the First 


“Universalism is the Answer.” 


directly: from his quality. The miracle stories could 
be completely disproved and not cause a tremor in our 
faith. The sense of authority we receive from him is 
based upon the quality of his whole life. 

About his personality, religion has fought many 
dividing and sorry battles. In our fellowship, there is 
_ room for much speculation. The mystic seeks Christ 
as a personal companion—a hand to guide him through 
tragic hours. The pupil wishes a teacher. Men of 
action wish a leader to challenge them toward loftier 
days. Jesus can be all these things to anyone. Be 
assured that the controversies about him, are not as 
important as he is. He is the authority, the pattern, 
the leader. The way he leads does not fail. 

The third principle is: “We believe in the Bible as 
containing a revelation from God.” Of course the 
Bible is an inspired book, written by inspired men. 
But some denominations have been afraid to trust it. 
They have locked it up in a vault lest scrutiny and 
analysis might damage it. But truth can do nought 
but strengthen its message. The more we know the 
élearer its revelations become. We are not a fear- 
filled fellowship; afraid that our tenets will not hold 
water. If our insights fail then thére must be greater 
triith to be known. Anything less is unworthy of his 
example. 

The fourth principle is: “We believe in the just 
retribution for sins.” Punishment is not for sin, but 
by sin. The result, the automatic consequences of sin, 
is the punishment. The: love of God has a stern 
discipline. To reject it.isihell, literally:; In that way 
lies despair, cynicism, bitterness; failure, defeat. God 
is not mocked. “Whatsoever a' man-soweth that shall 
he also reap.” Evil -carries: within itself disastrous 


consequences. ~~ beaver m1 setja gett 


-! Bove is greater than evil. -Evil*an-do no damage 
that love cannot repair: Right is tore: powerful than 
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wrong. There is no wrong so wrong that right cannot 
correct it. Thus if it’s right, it is possible. 

The fifth principle is: “The final Harmony of all 
Souls with God.” 

We have climbed the summit of a daring faith. 
Beginning with a doctrine of absolute trust we come 
to a vision of the absolute, all-conquering love, of an 
almighty God. He will not let the world go. The 
gospels and the Bible rightly speak of lost nations. We 
know that in our own time. Amos and Isaiah knew it 
of their own beloved Israel. Jesus spoke of the lost 
sheep, the prodigal son. He also said, “I came not to 
destroy but to save.” “Other sheep have I not of this 
fold.” “These things have I done that ye might do 
also.” He came that men might know the will of God. 
That will is that His sons shall live worthy of their 
sonship in a harmonious fellowship. 

We do reject all theories that say there is a special 
set of words that must be recited before the heavenly 
gates will open 

We reject all theories of an angry God presiding 
over a cosmic concentration camp called Hell, a God 
who is too stubborn to forgive, not skilful enough to 
reform, whose love is not great enough to win all souls. 

We believe in an almighty God who has the skill, 
who has the wisdom, who has the patience, who has 
the love that will make a perfect and final harmony of 
all souls. 

That is the essence of Universalism as I know it. 

The faith is larger than the Church or denomina- 
tion. Such will always be true for we are inclusionists. 
Traditionally, other churches, by their creeds which 
are exclusion acts, are exclusionists. But now many 
say the Protestants are much alike, going to the same 
place, worshiping the same God. The ones who say 
that are inclusionists. They are Universalists ° in 
philosophy. By their trust, they belong with us. They 
have broken their creedal fence." : ck aA} 
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Liberal Conference Plans Active 


World Fellowship 


Carleton M. Fisher 


During the days in July 20-26, when some thirty-seven delegates from 
Free Christian churches throughout the world came together in Cam- 
bridge, England, for the first working and planning conference of the 
LA.R.F since the war, they lived, walked and talked in an atmosphere 


strikingly strange. 


MONG the delegates at Cambridge, some had 
not long before been in concentration camps in 
various parts of Europe, others had been enduring all 
the trials and anxieties of a vicious Nazi occupation in 
their home communities, and still others had lived the 
war years out in a geographical or political isolation 
from the real center of tragedy and had not even yet 
rid themselves of the inner sense of frustration that 
their isolation had created in them. 

But now we were gathered together in such a quiet 
and peaceful place, through which a river named Cam 
wandered so leisurely, it seemed hardly to move at all, 
and in which the serenity of the ages stood about us 
in lofty cathedral spire and college tower;—and we 
were able to return together to the calm concern of 
things that matter much in the life and future of the 
free Christian movement in the world. 

It was as though the past were really past, and that 
we were truly beginning a new chapter, moving on 
into a new era. The suffermgs, the bitterness, the 
anxiety and the frustrations had left us, and we felt 
ready and eager to face up to the great challenge of 
strengthening and spreading the liberating powers of 
free religion. 

The report of The Universalist Church of America 
to the conference was one, among others, that made 
it Imperative for the conference to analyze and. re- 
state its position in relation to the ecumenical move- 
ment. The exclusion of the American Universalists from 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America 
was a striking example of the utter inadequacy of pres- 
ent attempts to establish Christian unity amongst the 
non-Roman churches. The conference adopted the fol- 
lowing statement of purpose: “The L.A.R.F., aware that 
the World Council of Churches has been set up on a 
creedal basis, and that thus both Roman Catholicism 
and Protestantism are limited by statements of belief, 
re-affirms its free Christian position and declares to 
any and all throughout the world, who desire Chris- 
tian fellowship, its conviction that the reconstruction 
of a shattered world demands a Christian fellowship 
which knows no exclusions and admits all who profess 
and call themselves Christians.” Summing up its re- 
port, the subcommittee on the ecumenical movement 
stated: “The I.A.R.F. inherits the great ideal of a 
true fellowship of all who profess and call themselves 
Christians, transcending distinctions of theological 
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belief and modes of worship, and to that ideal we must 
be true, as our predecessors were. Insofar as we have 
opportunity and influence, we should plead for the 
adoption of a nobler basis of the World Council of 
Churches, meanwhile setting the example in our own 
close fraternal unity, despite all variations of religious 
accent.” 

It will be heartening for American Universalists to 
know that we are joined by an international company 
of liberal religionists who hold to the position which 
we have been zealous in upholding in our relationship 
to the Federal Council of Churches! 

While these statements establish in the LA.R.F. 
a sound attitude toward the problem of the ecumenical 
movements, a significant number of the delegates at the 
Cambridge conference were extremely anxious that 
we of the liberal religious tradition should seek the 
establishment of an association with liberal non-Chris- 
tian groups.in the world. Specific mention was made, 
for example, of liberal Mohammedans and _ liberal 
Jewish fellowships, with whom liberal Christian groups 
could and ought to have strong associational ties. 

This is indeed part and parcel of the terrific chal- 
lenge that the fact of “one world” now presents us 
with, and while the conference took no action in this 
direction, it was a significant element in much of the 
thought and discussion. For Universalists, this will be 
an exceptionally interesting aspect of the conference dis- 
cussions. It is the writer’s conviction that Universalism, 
with its totally inclusive implications, cannot become 
truly “universalist” until it has built into its thought the 
idea of universal association as between Christian and 
non-Christian liberals and has projected that thought 
into its life and work. 

The report of the Universalist Service Committee 
to the conference was not only a brief outline of the 
relief operations we have been conducting in Holland, 
through the facilities and in co-operation with the Uni- 
arian Service Committee, but also served as an il- 
lustration to the member-groups represented, of the 
type of co-operation between liberal fellowships that 
should be encouraged in the future. The statement 
adopted by the conference concerning the work of 
service committees, stated in part: “Recognizing the 
magnificent expression of our free religious faith in 
the non-sectarian work of the established service com- 
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mittees, and whereas, as a result of this expression the 
people of our churches have experienced a profound 
spiritual rejuvenation, we recommend to all our mem- 
ber-groups that they consider the possibility of organ- 
izing service along similar lines; and whereas co-ordina- 
tion of the work of service committees in various 
countries and fields is desirable, we recommend that 
the Secretariat bring together working representatives 
of the various service committees on definite projects 
and.that conferences of such workers be called by the 
Secretariat at stated intervals.” 

Since Europe has seen in recent years the merciless 
persecution and annihilation of some six million Jews, 
and the continuing presence of anti-semitism even yet, 
the, whole matter of discriminating attitudes toward 
Jéws and other minority groups weighed heavily upon 
the minds and hearts of all the delegates. Rev. Edward 
Cahill of the Unitarian Service Committee made the 
most pertinent statement of all when he said, “ A Jew 
when persecuted can remain a good Jew, but a persecut- 
ing Christian. cannot remain a good Christian!” 

The resolution on anti-semitism that was adopted 
by the conference had behind it, therefore, the strong 
feeling that one of the major tasks of liberal Chris- 
-tianity in the world is to educate people in the true 
Christian spirit, and to discourage the continuance 

of disgusting apologetics that go under the name of 
“discussions of the ‘Jewish’ problem!” 

| Perhaps the most concrete achievement of the work- 
ing conference at Cambridge was the decision to estab- 
fish an international bi-monthly magazine, serving the 
cause of the :A.R.F The Swiss member-groups have 
‘agreed to make their “Schweizerische Theologische 
Umschau” into such an international publication, to be 
publishe@ in three languages, and edited by a board 
consisting of a small number of Swiss theologians and 
a member of the I.A.R.F. Secretariat. This editorial 
“board will be assisted by the following representatives 
of other member-groups in providing articles from 
abroad: Principal Raymond Holt, England; Rev. G. 
“Marchal, France; Dr. G. W. Kellerman; Sweden; Dr. 
‘Herbert Hitchen, U.S.A. and Dr. Frantisek Kovar, 
Czechoslovakia. 

Through the founding of such a medium of ex- 
-changefof ideas, and through the exchange of period- 
‘ieal¢“and books from the several member-groups, the 
TA‘RF. will undoubtedly attain in the coming years 

-a much-higher degree of understanding as between 
religious liberals of the many different countries. 
To close this report on a more personal note—the 
“name of “Uncle Walt” Macpherson was on the lips 
of many delegates who knew him from previous con- 
' ferences he had attended, as member of the I.A.R.F. 
Exécutive Committee. He was greatly missed, and 
‘many were the warm greeting that the writer was in- 
structed to convey to him! 


Russia and Sweden are opening sports relations. 
There is soon to be a football match in Stockholm, and 
‘various other athletic contests between the two coun- 
_tries are projected. (WP) 
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The Short Pastorate: 


A Challenge To Complacency 
Myles W. Rodehaver 


HE short pastorate represents a problem with 

which, sooner or later, we must grapple. Case 
histories of weak churches show, more often than not, 
a high incidence of minister-turnover. The old “hen- 
egg” argument as to the underlying cause, ie., are 
churches weak because they are mere way-stations for 
perambulatory clergy, or do the men move because 
their churches are “hopeless,” is beside the point. To 
superintendents who must fill vacancies, whose clients 
display characteristics of the humming-bird, short 
pastorates are an annoyance. To churches which lose 
hope when their minister leaves before any construc- 
tive work has been done, and to the ministers them- 
selves, it is a tragedy. 

Interested in a more effective ministry, I am con- 
cerned about the sense of futility, the lack of security, 
the habits of instability which accompany the phe- 
nomenon. I am convinced that most men do not enjoy 
frequent shifts, although some profess to see virtue in 
mobility. Some feel that churches need different 
points of view at frequent intervals. Others feel that 
they are serving, not the local parish, but the larger 
church. With this view, we cannot argue here. Still 
other apologists we dismiss with less reluctance. They 
include “ministerial tramps,” “church wreckers,” 
“climbers” ever on the alert for “influential” parishes, 
and incompetents who, having preached a hundred 
sérmons, are utterly devoid of new ideas. However, 
these antipodal categories leave out a larger group who 
are, to some extent, victims of a situation. 

I should like to set forth the thesis that the short 
pastorate is not the cause, but a symptom, of certain 
deficiencies in our church. This is merely an assump- 
tion, but it seems reasonable. 

Why do men move from church to church with 
alarming frequency? The explanations are legion. 
Some are due to the incompetence of the men them- 
selves. They are misfits in the ministry. They want 
an ideal set-up, a “going concern.” They don’t want 
to build. Others suggest the urge to better oneself 
financially. Others hold that our men are not always 
aware of the true situation in a given church before 
they accept a call. Having been misled, as some claim, 
they become disillusioned and, after a few months, 
they are ready to pack up and leave. I should like to 
submit another explanation, namely, the lack of 
recognition accorded men in small churches. The 
sociologist knows that men are motivated by certain 
“wish-patterns,” not the least of which is the wish for 
recognition. Afraid of becoming “the man nobody 
knows,” the minister in the struggling parish is ready 
to move at the first suggestion that a vacancy exists 
elsewhere. 

Wherein is the church’s responsibility? We grant 
that there are misfits in our ministry, men who were 

(Continued on page 482) 
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Reactions of Our Readers 


A FERVENT “AMEN” TO MINISTERS’ SALARY PLEA 


To THE Eprror: 

I said a fervent “Amen” to your lead editorial on the 
plight of ministers with small salaries in this day of sharp 
and often unconscionable rises in the cost of living. You 
have spoken “the truth in love,” and I trust that, in the same 
spirit, church boards of trustees will speak to their people, 
asking for the means to remedy this very grave situation. 

When one of our ablest young ministers tells me with 
sorrowful regret that he is thinking seriously of some other 
field of labor, in order to support his family (he is still in 
the ministry), it is time for churches to act. Few churches, 
I am convinced, even live up to the financial limitations they 
complain about, to say nothing of the unexplored _possibili- 
ties. I hope you'll soon be hearing from church boards of 
trustees, telling you that your editorial spurred them to take 
the matter under consideration, with the intent of balancing 
the minister’s budget for him. 

Keep this editorial ball in the air. 


Winuiam Wauuacr Rose 
Lynn, Massachusetts 


YES, TO SALARY RAISE FOR MINISTERS 


To THE Eprror: 

Your recent editorial, “Consider Your Minister’s Salary 
Now!” is both timely and true. The Biblical adage, “The 
laborer is worthy of his hire,” is as true of the ministry as 
of any other profession or occupation. None of us wanted or 
expected the sudden rise in living costs, but when they came, 
we received some recompense in increased wages, even if we 
didn’t have to go on strike to get the same. 

How may we account for the great discrepancy between 
Protestant giving in 1928 and now? ‘There is just about 
one answer. It is a lack of enthusiasm, a failure to realize 
the vital importance of the church in the life of today. “For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

No one appreciates the sincerity and honesty of motive of 
the average clergyman more than this writer. With rare excep- 
tions, the profit motive in their work is their last considera- 
tion. Nevertheless, young men who intend to enter the 
ministry with the purpose of rearing a family and living their 
lives much like the rest of us cannot be blamed if they think 
twice before they take such a plunge. 


Henry W. Fre.ton 
Montrose, Penn. 


THE GIDEONS WRITE A SUPPLEMENT TO THE NEW 
TESTAMENT AND DISTRIBUTE IT IN THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

To Tap Eprtor: 

Let it be known that I have long admired, praised and 
“preached about” the splendid work of the Gideons in dis- 
tributing Bibles, and I have been a regular reader of their 
monthly magazine for years. I have co-operated in the dis- 
tribution of Bibles. 

Nevertheless I am now opposing, and asking you to 
oppose, vigorously, their present campaign for distributing, in 
our public schools, a New Testament with a_ theological 
“rider.” On the last inside cover of each Testament, and the 
page preceding the cover statement, they are presenting a 
fundamentalist definition of sin and salvation (with usual 
outmoded  scripture-text proofs and a “confession”? which 
assures the reader that when he has signed on the dotted line, 
he is immediately “saved” and assured of heaven hereafter. 

The Gideons have a perfect right to hold and propagate 
their type of theology, their plan of salvation, but not in the 
public schools where are Catholic, Protestant, Greek Ortho- 
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dox, Jews, agnostics and infidels. No group has a mght to 
propagate thus any type of theology. ; 
So I have remonstrated with the Gideons, Connecticut 
and International, to the Commissioner of Education in Hart- 
ford, and I have let the Universalist ministers in Connecticut 
know of this matter. I am reasonably sure that the Gideons, 
in seeking permission to distribute the New Testaments with 
“rider,” do not inform school boards that such a “rider” is 
mounted on each copy of the New Testament. 
Harry ApAmMs HeErsrEy 
President, Danbury, Conn., Board of Education 
Danbury, Conn. 


THE SHORT PASTORATE 

(Continued from page 481) 
better employed at mimeographing or other light 
clerical tasks. The parish minister, in his job of 
recruiting, must be more discriminating in his choice. 
No more boy orators or worthy aspirants for free 
tuition! And our schools must be more rigorous in the 
weeding-out process. 

Money is a big question. Surely our men deserve 
a living wage, even if the remuneration cannot be 
commensurate with the education and ability expected. 
An intelligent finance program in the local churches 
is needed. If leadership is needed, the denomination 
should stand ready to help with expert counsel. 

Some men have not been aware of the true situa- 
tion in churches to which they were called. Perhaps 
they have been misled. The solution, if this be true, 
rests not in the denunciation of superintendents but 
in the evaluation of the system. In many instances, 
we do not have the facts to present to prospects. Our 
records are woefully inadequate. If the local parish 
will not send in the requisite information, the denomi- 
nation should investigate upon its own initiative! 

The matter of recognition for men in difficult 
churches calls for serious thought. No man should be 
ignored, on the mistaken assumption that one who 
doesn’t “squawk” is necessarily happy! Perhaps a 
more equitable distribution of committee posts, a little 


less publicity, in proportion, for the “favored few,” a_ 


more alert journalism to uncover little-known yet 
heroic struggling among our men might suffice. We 
must take care to have no “forgotten men.” 

The things suggested above have not all been tried, 
or if tried, they have not always been pushed with 
sufficient vigor. “The church is the people,” yes, but 


it is also, in large measure, the potter’s clay in the) 


hands of the leadership. If the short pastorate, which 


from many points of view is “bad,” is the symptom of | 


deficiencies in our church, let us set to work to correct 
the deficiencies. 


SUPPLIES FOR EUROPEAN RELIEF 


CASH for the purpose of buying food should be 


sent directly to DR. ROGER BOSWORTH, 16 
BEACON STREET, BOSTON 
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Universalism, A Philosophy 
For Living _ 


Clinton Lee Scott 


Radio Address over WMEX by Dr. Clinton Lee Scott 
September 30, 1946 


; Universalism is an easy religion to understand. 
This is because it is based not upon old-world 
creeds, which are always complex and confusing 


but upon the present, common, concern of living 
persons. 


And Universalism is a religion hard to live. 


This is because it is based upon moral conduct and 
ethical action, which are always more difficult than 


assent to theological beliefs. 


Universalism had its rise in the time and in the spirit of 
American Independence. As Thomas Whittemore has writ- 
ten, “Universalism and the American Revolution were rocked 
in the same stormy days, in the cradle of American Liberty.” 
Like our ideals of democracy, Universalism for one hundred 
seventy-five years, has grown in and been nurtured by the 
American soil. 

In content, in its form of organization, and in its spirit, 
it is the religious interpretation of the best of our democratic 
ideals. From the beginning, Universalists have championed 
the reforms and movements which are the best expressions of 
freedom and democracy in action. They early took a stand 
against slavery, were leaders in civil liberties, and in prison 
reform. They made the first fight for the separation of 
Church and State, before this principle was incorporated into 
the Bill of Rights. They were among the first champions of 
public schools free from ecclesiastical control. These _his- 
torical facts are recited, and others could be named, not to 
take credit from a past glory, but to emphasize the point that 
Universalism has not been, and is not now an echo of ancient 
theologic#l systems, but is a living religion for living persons. 

Such pioneering in social action is the logical result of the 
underlying philosophy of Universalism. Eighteenth century 
religion in America was dominated by the Calvinistic doctrine 
that God would consign most of the human race to a fiery 
hell. Universalism was a revolt against such theological 
despotism, just as the Declaration of Independence was a 
protest against political despotism. Over against this theory 
of a cruel and unsuccessful God, our Universalist forebears 
proclaimed the Heavenly Father whom Jesus knew,—a wise, 
‘patient, successful, loving, Universal God. 

Today this theological battle has been won for men of 
enlightened and rational minds. No church in the land today 
dares openly assert that the thousands of American soldiers 
whe died in the recent war, who were communicants of no 
church, are tonight suffering in any region of the eternally 
damned. Universalism has never been tied to the traditional 
theologies. Modern Universalism still views the world and 
man’s place and destiny in the world from the viewpoint of 
ufiiversal relationships. We concur with the late Wendell 
Willkie in his assertion that this is “one world.” * 

* “We take our stand with views scientifically arrived at, 
that mankind is biologically and sociologically one. There is 
no primary conflict between religion on the one hand and 
science on the other. There is conflict only between science 
and rational religion on the one hand, and confusion and 
chaos on the other. “Universalists come to their insights and 
convictions by the scientific: methods of experience. While 
we draw heavily upon the accumulated experience of the 
prophets, poets and philosophers of every age and of every 
religion, we hold exclusively to no set of beliefs, supernaturally 
‘revealed, and embalmed in the historic creeds. Truth is not 
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once and for all time delivered to the minds of men. It is 
found by those who love it more than they love conformity 
and tradition. It is ever discovering and being discovered. 
Truth is contemporary with continuing human experience. 
Out of the experience of the race we affirm our confidence in 
man, and in the power of men of good will and sacrificial 
spirit to overcome all ev] and to build a life that shall bring 
to fulfillment the high and holy dreams of the ages. 

Let us for a moment look at ourselves and the world 
through the eyes of the Universalist faith. 

Here we are together on one earth which so far as is 
known, is the only habitation of mankind,—some two billion 
or more of us, distributed unevenly over six continents. Only 
about one-third of us belong to any of the groups called 
Christ'an. Two thirds are Hindu, Mohammedan, Buddhist, 
Confucian, or some other religion. We are of a variety of 
nationalities, languages. and complexions. 

That there are differences in folkways and cultures, eco- 
nomic status, degrees of enlightenment and achievement 
cannot be denied. But to make any or all of these differences 
a basis for belief in the super‘ority of any racial, religious or 
national group is to prolong the age-old fallacy of a chosen 
people. Malachi, the Hebrew prophet, twenty-four centuries 
ago asked, “Have we not all one father? Hath not one God 
created us? Why-then do we deal treacherously every man 
against his brother?” 

In common with the social scientists, and with the stu- 
dents of world affairs, we believe that every effort for 
international order and universal peace which is founded 
upon any philosophy which stops short of a view of mankind 
in totality, is doomed to failure. 

Not a little of the political and economic confusion of our 
day is the inevitable result of mistaken assumptions that 
people with cultural backgrounds, color, speech, or living 
under governmental forms different from our own are, because 
of these differences, inferior to us. Chancellor Hutchins of 
the Univers.ty of Chicago recently said, “Nothing can alter 
the simple truths that all men are human; that no men are 
beasts; that all men are children of God; that no men are 
irrevocably damned by God, and that all men are by nature 
members of the human community.” And this is in substance 
only what Paul said in the first Christian century, that “God 
hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth.” 

Basic within this universalistic view of humanity is the 
belief in the supreme worth of every person. Just as in 
former times the Universalists proclaimed against the degrad- 
ing doctrine that human souls were doomed to torment in 
another world, so today do we in the name of religion avow 
our faith in the worth in this world of every person as a 
fellow member of the human family. 

This principle was not discovered by any one group, but 
it is central in the Universalist emphasis. It is a discovery 
which is coming to more and more persons today. It is man’s 
supreme discovery in his long, uneven struggle. It is the 
conclusion toward which the religions of the world are striv- 
ing. It came not by sudden revelation, but by the long slow 
labor of men to wrest from the earth-experience a satisfying 
life. It is possible to see in imagination in the long stretches 
of the past, through dark gropings and weary blunderings, 
the emergence of the human spirit, laboring for fulfillment, 
trying to entrench his values, and to win some significance for 
his little day upon earth. In this struggle we see the ideal 
of the good life slowly enlarged from merely physical desires 
to higher spiritual qualities—of co-operative effort, of com- 
radeship, joy, beauty, love, and loyalty. 


The. techniques to this end have generally been crude and 
futile. Magical forms and ceremonies, divine revelations and 
incantations, reliance upon the authorities of books or insti- 
tutions,—everything has been tried as a substitute for intelli- 
gence and goodwill. We live as if the prophets had never 
lived to show us the way. Jesus came, lived and died, and 
for nearly twenty centuries lids been held up as a? Savior: 
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Yet we live as though he had never lived and taught that the 
Kingdom of God ideal must be built into the world by men 
learning how to deal decently with one another. 

A new world of brotherhood demands a faith in the uni- 
versals. It cannot be built on the partialisms of yesterday, 
with their emphasis on divisions and isolations. ‘These are 
of a past that has failed us. Modern methods of transporta- 
tion and of communication bring us face to face with one 
another in: such an interrelatedness and with such an inter- 
pendence that we must learn to live together or all be de- 
stroyed. 

In a declaration of social principles Universalists have 
gone on record with a faith which demands that we “renounce 
all that sets man against his fellow man.” We, therefore, 
cordially invite members of all races and classes into the 
active fellowship of our churches. There is no color line in 
Universalism. 

Some of us were born into the Universalist Church. Its 
faith was bequeathed to us by fathers and mothers nurtured 
in its larger hopes. Others of us made its discovery. Some 
of us, tired of traditional religious forms and outworn creeds 
came to this faith as to “rivers of water in a dry place, as 
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.’ Lacking a 
liberal religion we would have remained among the thousands 
of men and women and their children in America, who are 
not without religious impulses, but are outside the churches. 

Many of us must have the all-inclusive religion of Uni- 
versalism or be without a church. For us, it is a philosophy 
for living creatively in this one world. It is the larger faith 
for our bewildering present, and for a future of promise. The 
old order of partialism has been reduced to ashes by two 
world-wide wars. Upon its ruins must be built a world that 
knows no divisions of race or creed. All men everywhere 
must have the essentials of the good life. This is a philosophy 
for living, a religion for reasonable minds,—easy to under- 
stand, but difficult to live. 


INDIANA ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALIST 
CONVENTION 


The Association of Universalist Women held a business 
session Friday afternon, September 27, with B. F. Leiser, 
president, presiding. Devotions were led by Rev. Pearl Mock, 
Indianapolis. The appointment of committees, reports of the 
secretary and treasurer were read. An address was given by 
Mrs. Holbrook Mulford, Oak Park, [llinois, in which she 
pointed out that people in the Universalist Church should 
tuke their responsibility more seriously. 

Saturday, Mrs. Wood Leslie led devotions. Committee re- 
ports were read and adopted. Officers elected were: Mrs. 
Amos Smith, Oaklandon, Second Vice-President; Mrs. Ivy 
West, Secretary. There was a memorial service for those who 
died during the year, namely, Mrs. Mary van Schaick, Mrs. 
Dora Edwards and Vernice Hanks. The service was led by 
Mrs. Mark Hill. 

Mrs. Ellen Shinn, president, presided at the Friday after- 
noon meeting at which time committees were appointed. An 
address was given by Dr. George H. Thornburn, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, on “Choosing the Proper Course of Study.” 

The meeting, Saturday, included reports of committees 
and reports of the church schools. Officers elected were: 
President, Dellas Ross, Aurora; Vice-President, Mrs. Mark 
Hill, Muncie; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Ella Crockett, 
Galveston; Financial Secretary, June Trittipo, Oaklandon; 


Treasurer, Dr. H. D. Fair, Muncie. 


SUPPILES FOR EUROPEAN RELIEF 
Packages of food and clothing should be sent to the 
UNIVERSALIST COLLECTION WAREHOUSE, 
31 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

The Service Committee has shipping tags or 
stickers which it will furnish on application. 
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GEORGIA UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION CONDEMNS 
MOB VIOLENCE 


Haynig SUMMERS 


Universalists of Georgia held their annual convention with 
the Rockwell church, near Winder, August 10 and 11. E. Rj 
Langley, president, presided. 

Mrs. J. H. Beddingfield presided over the sessions of the 
Georgia Association of Universalist Women. 

Representatives from Atlanta, Bowers, Chapel, Canon, 
Harmony, Rockwell and Winder answered the roll call of 
churches. Subsequent reports of the Committee on Creden- 
tials indicated, in addition to the official representatives from 
the above listed churches, visitors from Alabama, Tennessee 
and North Carolina. 

The Rev. Leonard C. Prater of the Alabama Convention 
preached twice Saturday. The Rev. Benjam‘n H. Clark of 
the Unitarian church at Marietta, Ohio, and a native of 
Georgia, was a visitor at the convention on Sunday and pre- 
sided for Mr. Prater, who was suffering from a severe cold 

Since the resignation of Rev. Ernest M. Whitesmith, 
effective in April, the churches have been without a regular 
minister. Communications from Mr. Whitesmith were read 
to the convention and members paid high tribute to the work 
he did while in the state. 

Reports from the churches indicated that the churches 
have kept active with services conducted by laymen and 
visiting ministers, 7 

The report of the Committee on Official Reports and 
Recommendations emphasized the importance of securing al 
active minister for the state work as soon as possible. 

The Committee on Resolutions brought in a good report 
Among others, there were resolutions thanking the members 
of the host church for their hospitality and thanking the 
General Assembly for generous financial support of the Unr 
versalist cause in the South. Resolutions condemning the 
war spirit and mob violence were unanimously adopted. 

The resolution on mob violence was particularly signif 
cant. Rockwell church is in Barrow County which adjoins 
Walton County, scene of the recent lynching of four Negroes: 
Our Winder church is located in Walton County. President 
Langley; Board member, J. D. Garret; as well as other dele | 
gates to the convention, reside in that county. The resol 
tion was the culmiation of much discussion of the Walton 
County incident, both on the convention floor and in private 
conversation. All right thinking Georgians deplore lynchings 
or any other lawlessness. Walton County Universalists 
personally concerned about what happened to the fo 
Negroes in their own county. They, along with the ot 
good people of the county, are deeply stirred by the unfor 
tunate publicity the county has had. They know much of it 
is based on misinformation and misrepresentation. 

Rewards amounting to more than fifty thousand dollars 
have been offered for the arrest and conviction of the perpe- 
trators of this crime. It is very doubtful if the rewards will 
bring a conviction. Walton County people have a general 
idea who they were, but law-abiding citizens are seldom in a 
position to make sworn statements concerning such incidents. 
They do know that within their county, and every other 
county for that matter, there are areas and segments of 
population where there prevails ignorance and superstition, 
the first fruit of which is lawlessness. Fifty thousand dollars 
spent on education and enlightenment would go a long way 
toward preventing another lynching in Walton County. | 

The report of the Nominating Committee was accepted as 
presented. Officers elected for the coming year are: Presi- 
dent, E. R. Langley, Loganville; Vice-President, J. F. Bowers, | 
Canon; Secretary-Treasurer, Hattie Dunahoo, Winder; Mem- 
bers of Executive Board: Mrs. Henry Caldwell, Elberton; 
Ernest Parker, Winder; H. F. Strous, Winder, and holdover} 
mare Horore Dunahoo, Winder, and Haynie Summers, 

noia, - 
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7 THE BULLETIN 


,Phrough a program of promotion, 
N The Bulletin, official organ of The 
'Association of Universalist Women, 
# lias been going under separate mailing 
# ito some ten thousand Universalist 
i) homes, carrying information about the 
program and outreach of the women’s 
division of Christian service. Subscrip- 
| tion to The Bulletin, listed in the indicia 
j at 10 cents per year, is covered by the 
contribution which the local group makes 
to the administration fund. 


- Rapid increase in the requests for 
subscriptions, without the necessary in- 
“crease toward the costs of administra- 
tion, has made necessary a review oi 
the purpose and function of The Bulle- 
| tim, an inquiry as to whether our present 
method of financing it is adequate, and 
a request for a statement as to the effi- 
cacy of the publication. 

Some years previous to 1913, in re- 
sponse to a petition from the Women’s 
Universalist Missionary Society of 
Massachusetts, a page had been set aside 
-m THe Curistian Leaver “for reports, 
policies and notices of The Women’s 
~ National Missionary Association of the 
Universalist Church,” and different per- 
‘sons had been held responsible for the 
copy. Bit in 1913, it became necessary, 
due to the expanding missionary pro- 
-gram and the need for a closer tie, to 
'set up a separate organ as a means of 
communication between the national 
president and the Mission Circles. The 
_ first copy of The Bulletin was sent out 

rom the executive office, then main- 
tained at 359 Boylston Street. Boston, 
on November 1, 1913. That first issue 
came out in a small 5 x 7 four-page 
~ bulletin, a copy of which is still im our 
etile,. ,? 

- From the beginning,-it was the plan 

to%end The Bulletin to every individual 

member,. but not under separate mail- 
ing’.as’ that entailed more work than 
the limited staff could assume. Bundles 
were sent to each local president for dis- 
tribution. One never knew how many, 
nor how few, reached their destination. 
_ But the idea to spread the information 
' was good, and The Bulletin “grew in 
favor,” the format changing several 

_ times, but never the purpose: to spread 
a knowledge of the work carried out 
in accordance with the recommendations 
passed at the biennial conventions. 


_ With the reorganization of The 
- Women’s National Missionary Associa- 
~ tion of the Universalist Church into The 
_ Association of Universalist Women in 
1941, The Bulletin was made available 


BA 


~ to all Universalist women who asked for 
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16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts 


it, or who were in any way connected 
with contributing groups, under ‘a 
separate mailing. This assured that it 
would reach the home and thus avoid 
the waste currently reported under the 
older plan. Within a brief time the 
subseriptions doubled—and are still in- 
creasing. 

Many problems confront the execu- 
tive office of The Association of Uni- 
versalist Women in the efficient handling 
ot this publication. The first -has to 
do with finance. Groups should be 
aroused to an inquiry as to whether 
their gifts to the administration fund 
make ample provision for the cost of- 
The Bulletin requested for members, 
rot forgetting that this fund must also 
finance the general literature and general 
operating expenses of the Association. 

Another problem concerns the keep- 
ing up of the file for the addresses. The 
office is in need of adequate metal fil- 
ing cabinets in which to keep the mail- 
ing plates and for responsible aides in 
the field who will assume the task of 
sending (promptly) any notices of 
change of address, and of deceased mem- 
bers. Occasionally, too, an address 
plate, grown brittle, will crumple in the 
addressograph machine and if not re- 
corded at the moment may mean that 
the name is accidentally “dropped” with 
no reasonable way to check it unless 
some one is kind enough to report the 
omission. 

The 1945-1946 budget carried an item 
of $1,230 for The Bulletin alone. Of this 
sum, the printer’s bill for five issues of 
The Bulletin was $976.50. Further in- 
cidentals such as stencil mailing plates, 
postal permits, cuts, cartage to the 
post office, post office “change of ad- 
dress” notices, etc., added $253.50 more, 
making a total cost for last year of 
$1,230. Some have questioned this ex- 
penditure and have asked if the end 
justified the means. We have only the 
statements of those who have spoken 
on the question in answer, but it has 
been encouraging that so many have 
said: “O yes, I saw that in The Bulle- 
tiie 

A few have questioned thé type of 
publication and have expressed a hope 
that more articles concerning church 
work and current issues might be in- 
cluded. This would be a. change in 
purpose, since The Bulletin came into 
being as an organ for the dissemination 
of information about the general pro- 
gram, but it may well be that the time 
has come to increase the scope of the 
paper. We should be thinking about 
this in anticipation of the coming bien- 
nial convention. 


Association of Universalist Women 


The following facts, as revealed in the 
recent’ effort: to revise the subscription 
list, may give an idea of the plan in- 
augurated this fall to make The Bulle- 
tin service as effective as possible under 
the limitations of a two-member staff. 
A. personal request was sent to some 
officer or keywoman in every Universa- 
list Church, together with a transcrip- 
tion of the mailing plates for that unit. 
Each was asked to send in a corrected 
lst as of September 1946. A “thank 
you” should go to all who replied and 
thus aided in a tremendous task which 
ean only be done in the field where the 
data is to be found. 

Number of transcriptions sent out. 
315: Number answering request 187: 
Number of mailing plates removed from 
file 1,122: Number of new mailing plates 
required 1,579. 

Incidentally, it may be said, 1,253 ad- 
dresses were typed for the September 
issue of The Bulletin since there was 
neither time nor available funds for the 
purchase of new mailing plates. It is 
not too late to make changes and addi- 
tions but it is earnestly hoped that 
whatever returns are yet to come in 
will come promptly so that we may have 
the assurance of an effective and cor- 
rected list with which to begin the new 
church year. 


THE FALL CONVENTIONS 


The fall months are busy ones with 
state conventions, field work, and open- 
ing programs. 

Your Executive D rector attended the 


Maine State Convention in Bangor, 
September 23-24, the Vermont and 
Quebec Universalist-Unitarian Conven- 


tion in South Woodstock, September 27- 
28, and the New York State Convention 
in Rochester, October 5-8. 

Your President attended the Indiana 
State Convention, September 27-28, the 
Illinois Fall Conference in Hoopeston, 
October 9, and the Minesota State Con- 
vention in Minneapolis, October 10-12. 
Mrs. Gustave A. Jansson attended the 
North ‘Carolina State Convention in 
Rocky Mount, October 3-6. 

Miss Folsom’s itinerary in New York 
State for the month of October is as 
follows: Rochester, 5-8; Canton, 9-11; 
Little Falls, 12; Fort Plain, 13; Utica, 
14; Brooklyn, 15; Floral Park, 16. She 
will also attend the Executive Board 
meeting of The Association of Universa- 
list Women in Philadelphia, October 18- 
91 and the Central Planning Council 
meeting of The Universalist Church of 
America in Philadelphia, October 22-24. 
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Church Schools and Religious Education 


General Sunday School Association, Universalist Church of America, 16 Beacon Street, Boston 8 


India’s Children 


INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP 
PROGRAM, OCT. 27-NOV. 10 


China, India, and countries of South- 
east Asia have been facing unusual 
suffering this year. Famine caused by 
drought added to disease and weakened 
physical condition of m-llions of people 
has brought acute distress. To relieve 
their distress, Universalist Church 
schools will work through Church World 
Service, an interdenominational agency, 
which is engaged in overseas relief and 
reconstruction activities. 

In looking for information about In- 
dia, we were fortunate in finding one 
who has lived there for years. Mrs. 
Rosalie A. West, formerly a missionary 
in India, now serving at Friendly House, 
Canton, N. C., has written, from her 
experience in that country, a true pic- 
ture of conditions. We are glad to print 
her story on this page. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS ON 
INDIA (Order Universalist Publishing 
House or borrow Loan Library, General 
Sunday School Association) . 

Fig Tree Village, Grace W. McGavran. 
Friendship Press, 60c. Stories of v'l- 
lage in India, for primary children. 
Guide, 25c. 

Shera of the Punjab, Irene M. Harper, 
Friendship Press, 60c. Adventures of 
an outeast boy and girl in India, for 


juniors. Guide, 5c. 
Tales from India, Basil Mathews. 
Friendship Press, 50c. Stories of 


young Indan Christians in their 
struggle for social betterment of their 
country. Guide, Exploring India, 
Rose Wright, 25c. For Junior Highs. 
This is India, Arthur Mosher. Friend- 
ship Press, 25c. Pictures, maps, at- 
tractive pamphlet for all:age groups. 
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Fun and Festival, in India, Rose Wright, 
Friendship Press, 25c. Games and en- 
tertainment for a church family night 
on India. 


Add tional copies in quantity of “Ur- 
gent Messace,” illustrated leaflet on 
Church World Service may be secured 
without charge by writing G.SS.A. A 
limited number of pictures is available 
for making posters. 


INTERFAITH PAMPHLET 


Building Bridaes Between Groups That 
Differ In Faith, Race, Culture, by 
John H. Elhott. National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, 25c. 
“Diversitv of cultures makes society 

strong.” This is the thesis of this new 
and interesting pamphlet on interfaith 
relationships. Within the covers are 
condensed some very important facts 
and figures concerning America’s popula- 
tion. Racial. religious and cultural 
differences and contributions are treated 
in six chapters. Catholicism, Judaism, 
and Protestantism are briefly but eare- 
fully explained so that the major differ- 
ences and likenesses stand out. 

This pamphlet may well be used as a 
basis for study in a class for youth or 
adults. Discuss'on questions, attitude 
tests, questionnaires and quotations are 
provided. In addition there is a bibl'- 
oeraphy on intergroup relations and a 
listing of films and kodachrome slides. 


G.S.S.A. OPEN HOUSE 


Open house for the General Sunday 
School Association will be held at 
Universalist Headquarters, 16 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts, on Wed- 
nesday afternoon, October 30th from 
1:00 to 6:30. Rece'ving will be. staff 
and board members of the GSS.A. 


Susan M. Andrews will present the staff 
members who will be serving for the 
current year during her leave of absence. 
Margaret Winchester will be acting ex- 
ecutive director during this period, Alice 
M. Harrison will be a new member of 
the staff for the year, and Mrs. Janet M. 
Stover, office secretary. 

A committee headed by Mrs. Robert 
Cummins, assisted by members of 
Geater Boston Universalist churches, is 
planning the event. 


CHILDREN OF RURAL INDIA 

Emancipation Day for India’s chil- 
dren has not yet dawned. In most parts - 
of rural India, the little ones are just 
sober, small-sized copies of their elders. 
At daybreak the whole family treks to 
the fields, carrying lunches in gourd- 
shells; the children do their share of 
the hoeing, transplanting and _ harvest- 
ing. Little boys tend herds of water- 
buffaloes at pasture. I have often seen 
a youngster of ten herding the cattle, 
with a stick in his right hand and his 
left arm supporting his baby sister, who 
has been tied on his hip. Little girls 
climb the hills behind their mothers 
and carry home bundles of wood on their 
heads. A child is fortunate to get two 
frugal meals of rice a day. 

Attendance at school is not encouraged 
by most parents, who feel that reading 
books is an idle and effeminate habit. 
In the government schools, out-caste 
children must remain outside on the 
verandah, and thankfully pick up what- 
ever crumbs of learning fall their way. 
Even the fortunate caste children have 
a dull time of it, for teaching methods> 
are very antiquated. A beginner has 
a large A (or its Indian equivalent) 
drawn on his slate, and spends the 
morning tracing over it with his pencil. 
And there are fifty-six basic characters 
in most Indian alphabets! 

Parents are apt to spoil a child one 
day, and be unreasonably cruel the next. 
A little girl was brought to our hospital 
with a cut in her head; her father had 
thrown a stone at her by way of disci- 
pine. Another child was tied up with 
ropes and left without food for a whole 
day for some misdemeanor. 

Child marriage, the age-old curse of 
India, is now prohibited by law; the 
bride must be at least fourteen years 
old, the groom eighteen. 

Christian boarding schools have been 
of inestimable value in character-build- 
ing. Along with his school work and 
his supervised play, (and his nourishing 
three meals a day) the pupil learns 
practical lessons in health, cleanliness, 
honesty, and co-operation, 

Rosauire A. West 
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WV OMMISSIONING SERVICE FOR 
)PAVID HICKS MacPHERSON 
T WEST SOMERVILLE 


On September 23, David Hicks Mac- 
herson, a member of the West Somer- 
wille Universalist Church, entered Tufts 
i ollege School of Religion to begin his 
Spreparation for the Universalist min- 
@stry. _ This was formally recognized at 
neé- Morning worship at the church on 
fa Sunday preceding when a commission- 


re 
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J\to leadership” was given by the minister 
Wollowing which the congregation arose 
Hjand jomed the minister in these words: 


“We, the people of the West Somer- 
ville Universalist Church, knowing you 
and believing in you, commission you 
| to prepare yourself for the ministry 

of the Universalist Church. We re- 

joice-that you have come to the de- 
cision to dedicate your life to the 
service of God and man, and send you 
forth from this Church with our bless- 

ing and our prayers, charging you... . 
to study to show thyself approved 

unto God, a workman that needeth 

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.” 


A prayer of consecration followed. 
Mr. HarriSon preached on the topic, 
y “What Is a Minister For?” 

In the congregation were Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold S. MacPherson, parents of 
David, and his brother, Robert H. Mac- 
Pherson, who is also a student at Tufts 
College School of Religion, and is well- 
known as the President of the Universal- 
ist Youth Fellowship and former editor 
of The Young Liberal. Mr. Mac- 
Pherson’s family has been active in the 
West Somerville church ever since it was 
organized in 1883. 
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CHRISTENINGS 
BPreviously reported ............ccsesecseseseees 207 
MITE ORS UVIASS. <n. .dhzconvsrsssesaisesscteersnenees 5 
Mise de Derby, MICH: cui.c...-cecsecssssseoarsseeee 18 
MEIOUCESET, IMLASS.. ..c.ccs10deeesecesenseoesseenoves A 
BPOOPESLOM,. Ll]. .........-seceseerecesnessessneeoeees % 
/ North Montpelier, Vt. .............:sccee 5 
“Washington, D. Cu... 19 
: 265 

NEW MEMBERS 
Previously reported ........::secerseeeers 596 
Abington, Mass. .........:csscscccseorseesesees 12 
Past Liberty, Mich. .............scsccceseeoees 24 
BerQUGesters IVLASS. t.sss-s--...-0t-c-.-cceceseresnees 76 
Hoopeston, I]. ....s.cesesesesessereseeeeseens % 
Mibanchester, IN kdvtis.cncess-decnscsstecen--oses 6 
“South Stratfford,, Vt... ccc 2 
i 7123 
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FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY, 
DR. MERRILL C. WARD 


Sunday, September 29, was a notable 
day at the Abington Universalist 
Church. It was within one day of being 
the exact fiftieth anniversary of the or- 
dination of Dr. Merrill C. Ward, for 
nearly twelve years the beloved pastor 
of the church and cherished friend of 
all the town. 

The morning service was largely at- 
tended, and in the evening, the church 
was filled to capacity by parishioners 
and friendly townspeople. Music was 
furnished by a mixed choir of some 
twenty young people under the leader- 
ship of Harold G. Chapman and _ the 
church organist, Mrs. Florence Ferguson 
Thayer. The service consisted of a Call 
to Worship by Gordon G. Newell 
of the North Weymouth Universalist 
Church; Invocation by Rev. William R. 
Keefe of the West Abington Methodist 
Church; Responsive Reading led by 
Rev. Frank A. M. Coad of the North 
Abington Congregational Church; Scrip- 
ture reading by Rev. Ernest A. Thorsell 
of the Weymouth Universalist Church; 
Prayer by Rev. C. Stanley Knott of the 
Abington Congregational Church; and 
addresses by Rev. A. Avery Gates of 
Stoughton, and Rev. Dr. Flint M. Bissell 
of Grove Hall. Rev. Melvin Nash 
Ward, son of the minister, who was 
ordained in the church just year ago, 
was to have voiced a Response to the 
addresses, but was unable to get back 
from a distant preaching engagement. 
In behalf of Tufts College, E. R. 
Sampson, presented Dr. Ward with the 
medal given each year to its fifty-year 
graduates. 

The service was brought to an im- 
pressive close by the ministers present, 
kneeling and joining in a renewal of 
their ordination vows. -A_ pledge of 
loyalty by the congregation in unison, a 
few words of appreciation and gratitude 
by Dr. Ward, and Benediction by Rev. 
Arnold R. Perron of the North Abington 
Baptist Church. 

Dr. Gates’ address was a masterly 
presentation of the responsibilities and 
privileges implicit in fifty years of Chris- 


tian ministry, enlivened by humorous’ 


anecdotes and allusions. Dr. Bissell’s 
address was largely a tribute of affec- 
tionate admiration for his almost-life- 
long friend. He alluded to the fact that 
it was also Avs fiftieth anniversary, for, 
at about this time in 1896, while a 
student at Tufts, he began a six months’ 
interim pastorate at Abington. Com- 
menting on Dr. Ward’s ministry, he said 
that the men who give character to a 
community and strength to a nation 


News of Churches and Church People 


and make the world better are not so 
much brilliant geniuses with spectacular 
careers as men like Dr. Ward who speak 
the truth in love and lead people in the 
way of life by demonstrating the Chris- 
tianity which so many are content, mere- 
ly to profess. A good world, he said, can 
be made only of good men and women 
and the man who works at building 
character is tackling the job of world 
betterment at the right end. Who can 
estimate the value of the product of 
fifty years of such a ministry as his, 
devoted to illuminating, emphasizing and 
making persuasive the simple, unchang- 
ing spiritual truths by which men really 
live? 

A reception in the vestry, with ap- 
propriate refreshments rounded out an 
uplifting occasion. Church and vestry 
were decorated with many beautiful 
baskets of autumn flowers. 


CANTON HOME COMING 


On Sunday, September 22, a home 
coming breakfast was served in the First 
Universalist Parish House of Canton, 
Massachusetts, to the members of the 
parish and invited guests. 

After the breakfast, a short recogni- 
tion service was held for Earle T. Mc- 
Kinney, the pastor. 

Mrs. Carl Jennison, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, called on the Rev. 
J. L. Dowson, pastor-emeritus; Rev. 
Alfred F. Ferguson, pastor of Trin- 
ity Episcopal Church; Rev. Thomas A. 
Sinclair, minister of the Unitarian 
Church; who in turn responded with 
personal greetings as well as greetings 
from their churches. 

Carlton Taber, chairman of the Board 
of Selectmen, congratulated the church 
in having had so fine a pastor as Mr. 
Dowson and wished a successful future 
to Mr. McKinney and the church. 

Frederick Harrison, Secretary of the 
Universalist State Convention, bringing 
greetings from the Convention, gave an 
inspiring talk which climaxed the very 
interesting program. 

Rev. Carl J. Bergman pronounced 
the Benediction. Seventy people at- 
tended this breakfast, who felt well 
repaid for the effort in being present on 
an early Sunday morning, and_ that 
thanks were due the committee who had 
charge of the affair. 

Mrs. Frazer Farwell, Wadsworth 
Winslow and Roger Baldwin were the 
members of the committee who served 
breakfast. 


NEW RECRUIT FOR LIBERALISM 


Rev. and Mrs. Dana E. Klotzle an- 
nounce the birth of a son, Paul Skinner’ 
Klotzle, September 18, 1946. 
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ELM STREET UNIVERSALIST 
CHURCH IN AUBURN, MAINE 


The first meeting of the season of the 
A.U.W. of the Elm Street Universalist 
Church in Auburn, Maine, was held the 
evening of September 10 with a good 
attendance. The meeting was led by 
the new President, Ethel Wills. A very 
helpful devotional service was under the 
leadership of Mrs. Albert C. Niles. 

The speaker of the evening was Mrs. 
Grace Butcher of Lewiston, whose sub- 
ject was, “The Pilgrimage of Flowers.” 
Very interesting colored slides of plant 
life, from various parts of the United 
States, including our own State of 
Maine, were shown. 

The study group, sewing group, and 
mothers group are all organized and 
ready for work. Preparations were 
started during the summer for the an- 
nual Church Sale in November. 


TESTIMONIAL DINNER FOR 
DR. PENNOYER 


A testimonial dinner was given by 
the Vermont and Quebec Universalist- 
Unitarian Convention, at Hotel Barre, 
Barre, Vermont, June 19th, to Charles 
Huntington Pennoyer. June 30th was 
the dead line of field service set by the 
guest several years ago, as be would 
then qualify for pension, after fifteen 
years service here and could not: be 
called a quitter. Mrs. Josephine H. M. 
Wilcox, President of the Women’s Asso- 
ciation, presented Mrs. Pennoyer with 
a victory bond, the second gift within 
the year. Senator Carroll L. Coburn, 
presented Dr. Pennoyer with a purse 
containing several hundred dollars, and 
the chairman, Dr. Royce S. Pitkin, 
presented him with a Plymouth auto- 
mebile. Among those expressing appre- 
ciation were: Rev. Clifford D. Newton, 
George A. Perry, Rev. Fred H. Miller, 
Dr. Dorothy Canfield Fisher, State 
Commissioner of Education Ralph E. 
Noble, Hon. Alfred H. Heininger, Secre- 
taries Webster, Perry, Bryant and Bur- 
ger, and Bishop Van Dyck, of the Con- 
gregational, Methodist, Baptist, Presby- 
terian and Episcopal conventions, and 
Sec. Hyde of the Vermont Church 
Council. Dr. Robert Cummins sent a 
telegram from Headquarters’ staff. Dr. 
Skillman E. Myers read letters from 
Hon. Harold E. Sweet, Hon. Louis Annin 
Ames, Dr. Louis C. Cornish, Dr. John 
H. Lathrop, Dr. George E. Huntley and 
other national and international leaders. 

Commissioner Noble paid tribute to 
Dr. Pennoyer’s “outstanding scholarship, 
his breadth of experience and his deep 
human interests.” Dr. Lathrop said 
“The cause of liberal religion has been 
vitalized beyond measure and 
numbers of us have felt rebuked by the 
breadth of his outlook and sympathy.” 
Mr. Sweet said “Never have I known a 
man to evidence such devoted consecra- 
tion to his work.” Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher said “He deserves all we can 


488 


do for the noble example he has given 
Americans all his life.” The speakers 
referred to his indefatigable and_ effi- 
cient labors, his vision and habit o 
friendliness and for all classes and folks. 
The toastmaster, President Pitkin, noted 
Dr. Pennoyer’s manifold achievements 
and services, numbers of awards received 
and the recognition given him in so many 
different fields by so many different 
institutions and movements. The guest 
thanked one and all, paid tribute to the 
officers and other leaders and the large 
represesntation, and the co-operating 
friends of other denominations and then 
called for loyalty to his successor, Rev. 
Carl H. Voss, who also spoke and 
thanked the guest for bringing him into 
this field of leadership. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION— 
A PARENT’S DUTY: 
A CHILD’S RIGHT 
The Ohio Universalist Church School 


Association has provided two useful 
items of publicity for church schools in 
Ohio. One is a large poster, 17x12” 
carrying a picture and the above cap- 
tons, attractively printed. This is 
suitable for the church bulletin board 
and will serve to keep the interest in 
church school and religious education 
ever before the people. The other is a 
four-page folder, printed front and back, 
with cover picture, and a message from 
the general superintendent, Dr. Cum- 
mins. The inside pages are left blank 
so that its local church may print on 
them the prospectus of its particular 
school. These folders may also be used 
for Rel gious Education Sunday or other 
special occasions. The Rey. George H. 
Thorburn, Jr., who is president of the 
association, is to be congratulated for 
making available these useful materials. 


RICHARD H. BIRD CALLED 
TO ONEONTA 
The Rev. Richard H. Bird, Jr., has 


accepted a call to the pastorate of 
Chapin Memorial Universalist Church. 
Oneonta, New York. Mr. Bird oc- 
cupied his new pulpit Sunday, Septem- 
ber 29. 

Richard Bird was for eight years the 
respected and successful minister of the 
First Universalist Church of Norwich, 
Connecticut. He resigned his Norwich 
pastorate in 1942 and returned to his 
home in Waltham, Massachusetts, where 
he assisted his father in important war 
production work. 

In February, 1946, Mr. Bird married 


Evelyn Folsom of Dexter, Maine. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bird will be at home, 9 
Telford Street, Oneonta, New York, 


after October 1. 


Classified Advertising 


WANTED: Sewing machine in good working 
order. Please communicate particulars to the 
minister. Mrs, ROSALIE A, WEST, Friendly 


House} RR. BE. D. 3, Canton, Ni Gc 


A Seat of Learning 
in New England 


Unusual Resources 


Welcomes returning 
veterans 


Leonard Carmichael, Ph.D., LL.D., President 


For information address: 
Medford 55, Massachusetts 


—————————— 


THE 


ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 


Canton, New York 


A Liberal Arts College 


Devoted in peace as in war 
to the preparation of young 
men and women for positions 
of leadership and responsibil- 
ity in government, business, 


and the professions, with 
especial consideration for 


veterans. B, 


EucENrE GARRETT BEWKES 
President 
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DINNER HONORING AMERICAN 
) MOTHER OF THE YEAR. 


The Armstrong-Hemenway Founda- 
tion, 43 Rutland Square, Boston, is 
giving a dinner to honor Mrs. Emma 
C. Clement, American Mother of the 
¥ Year, at the Hotel Somerset, Boston, 
| Tuesday, October 29, at 6:30 P.M. This 
* is an honor given every year by the 
Golden Rule enndariont 

Among the sponsors, are many prom- 
inent people including Bishop Lewis O. 
Hartman, President “and Mrs. Daniel 
| Marsh, Rev. Palfrey Perkins and Judge 
Land Mrs. Jacob Kaplan. 
Reservations may be made by ad- 
| dressing the Armstrong-Hemenway 
Foundation. 


HARVEST SUPPER, 
FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 


The Women’s Association of the First 
Universalist Church, Forest Street, 
Medford, Mass., served its Annual Har- 
vest Supper on Wednesday, October 2. 
The committee headed by Mrs. Donald 
Hurley and Mrs. Roger Etz put on an 
excellent home-cooked meal after which 
the Vestry Players presented a one-act 
comedy entitled Tardy April. The fol- 
lowing cast including Mrs. Lawrence 
Asplind, Mrs. John DeWolfe, Mrs. 
Gladys Wolley, Dorothy Etz, and Edwin 
Richardson kept the audience highly 
amused throughout the performance. 


NEWS 


Rey. Gharles A. Wyman, manager of 
the Universalist Publishing House, was 
guest preacher recently in North Adams, 
Massachusetts, and the First Church of 
Providence, R. I. He also addressed the 
Youth Group of the Melrose Universal- 
ist Church on, “How Books are Made.” 


PERSONAL 

Heber Robinson has accepted a call to 
the Universalist church of North Olm- 
stead, Ohio, beginning October 1. 

Earle; W. Dolphin has been appointed 
Principal of the High School at New 
Shgron, Maine. Mr. Dolphin moved 
his family to New Sharon September 
» first and’ takes up his new duties with 
the opening of school. 


Buy Your Books 


from 
Bibles to Best Sellers 
from 
Universalist Publishing House 


16 Beacon St., Boston 8, Mass. 
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%& For all the family—the scriptural story 


as it flows from the simple beginning in 
Genesis through epic drama to the early 
Christian Church. Told vividly and rey- 
erently, 
order . . 
quent.’ 1__New York Herald Tribune. A 
favorite of young and old! 
is a thrilling experience.’—Dr. Daniel A. 
Poling. 

52 chapters. 

20 full-page illustrations. 


“its narrative value is of high 
dramatic and frequently elo- 


“To read it 


548 pages. 
$1.95 


_ Strong’. S Exhaustive 


oncordlantce of the 


LISTINGEVERY WORDINT 


ye The most complete concordance pos- 
sible! \t lists every word in the Bible and 
every passage in which it occurs. The 
main concordance is a single alphabetical 
list, in exact successsion of book, chapter, 
and verse. Word or term is given in ex- 
act form, precise pronunciation, and 
various meanings. 1,809 pages. Bound in 
quarto-buckram. $7.50 

Thumb-indexed, $8.75 


HE BIBLE 


fds 


Cell 


ak 


“The Micgion 


_ Bible Commentary 


yx Prepared by 66 contributors represent- 
ing the best biblical scholarship in the 
English-speaking world, this complete yol- 
ume presents the rich treasures of present- 
day biblical authorities. Five’ helpful, fact- 
filled books within a single volume. Maps 
in color. Cross-references. 6 by 9 inches. 
1,452 pages. 


“AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE 


a 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


@ NASHVILLE 2, TENNESSEE 
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A MESSAGE TO YOU 


UNIVERSALISM IS THE ANSWER 


UPON YOUR SHARING DEPENDS 
THE SERVICE oF your CHURCH! 


WE HAVE WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS! 


Universalism is a religion that says Freedom. Freedom from ignorance and 
false belief. Freedom from spurious claims and bitter prejudices. Freedom to 
seek truth, both old and new, and Freedom to follow it. Freedom from the hates 
and greeds that divide mankind and spill the blood of each generation. Freedom 
for honest thought. Freedom for equal justice; Freedom to seek truth, goodness, 
loveliness and beauty with minds unimpaired by cramping dogmas and spirits 


uncrippled by abject dependence. 


UNIVERSALISM ADDS TO FREEDOM UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD! 


—a religion that says mankind is not divided, except by ignorance and prejudice and hate—that 
sees mankind as one and waiting to be spiritually united; a religion which proclaims an end to 
creedal ‘reservations and exclusions and declares a brotherhood unbounded; a religion that knows 
we shall never find the fullness of the wonder and the glory of life until we are tall enough in 
moral stature to deserve it, that we shall never have hearts big enough for the love we call God 
until we have made them big enough for the world-wide love of man. Only this faith in Freedom, 


linked with universal brotherhood can be enough to save the world and then rebuild it. 


TOGETHER we shall press on in the service of God and Humanity! 


Help us to make the Universalist Church of America more and MORE effective by your 
generous self sacrificing, giving of YOUR FAIR SHARE to the— 


UNIFIED UNIVERSALIST APPEAL 1946 - 1947 


MINIMUM GOAL 


Regular ..... $45,000 
Pension ..... 5,000 
Total’. 7. we $50,000 


THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH of AMERICA 


16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
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ORDINATION 
EARLE THOMAS McKINNEY was 


‘jordained to the Universalist ministry in 
the Foxboro Universalist Church, Fox- 
“jboro, Mass., on Sunday evening, Sep- 
1 tember 29th in an ordination service that 
was both impressive and unique. Dr. 
Clinton Lee Scott, superintendent of 
sh Massachusetts Universalist Churches, in 
 perf6rming the act of ordination ’be- 
stowed upon Mr. McKinney a stole with 
}a new symbol of Universalism on. it. 
) This symbol, a circle with an off-center 
9) cross, was‘explained by the Reverend Al- 
4 bert F. Ziegler in the ordination sermon, 
1 ~The Challenge of Universalism.” “The 
iy circle,” Mr. Ziegler said, “represents the 
#inclus.ve unity of life, the universalism 
fof life. The off-center cross indicates 
H) that we are Universalists of Christian 
4 descent, but~that our Universalism is 
}not exclusively Christian in the tradi- 
} tional meaning of the word Christian. 
|The challenge to Universalists lies in 
) rejecting the narrow, limiting, partialistic 
i spirit and methods of traditional religion 
and in affirming, proclaiming and living 
a religious faith as inclusive as the uni- 
versalism of life.” 

Dr. Scott said that the ordination 
ceremony was the outward recognition 
of Mr. McKinney’s educational and 
spiritual fitness to minister in the Uni- 
versalist Church. He emphasized, how- 
| ever, that the real act of ordination and 
consecration came from within the man 
himself. 

Presiding minister was the Reverend 
Alfred S. Cole, Professor, Tufts College 
School of Religion. Prof. Cole gave the 
| Invocation. The ordination prayer was 
given by Dr. Clarence R. Skinner, Dean 
Emeritus, Tufts School of Religion. Dr. 
John M. Ratcliff, Dean, Tufts School of 
Religion, welcomed Mr. McKinney into 
the Universalist ministry. The Rev- 
erend Earle T. McKinney pronounced the 
_ Benediction. 

Special music included the anthem. 
“Lord of All Being” sung by the 
Women’s Chorus, and a solo, “Spirit of 
God,” sing by Mrs. Shirley L. Rusler, 
accompanied by the organist, Joseph 
Watrous. Ushers were, Walter H. Fitts, 
Elbridge H. Brown, Harold D. Lamson, 
‘and Minot F. Inman. A reception fol- 
lowed in the church vestry. 


CLARENCE A. SIMMONS 


. Funeral services were held at 2:30 
_o’clock Thursday afternoon, October 3, 
‘in «the Grinnell Mortuary at Albion, 
N. Y., for Clarence A. Simmons. 

‘Mr. Simmons died at his home, 221 
East State Street, Albion, N. Y., at the 
age of sixty-four. 

The Rev. J. Murray Gay officiated and 
- Masonic services were held at the buriai 
in Mt. Albion. 

A native of Webster, Mass., Mr. Sim- 
mons was a retired Universalist minis- 

‘ter. He was a member of the Pullman 


Memorial Church. 
October 19, 1946 . sett 


CHARLES L. RICKETTS 


_Charles L. Ricketts, 73, a prominent 
citizen of Monson, Mass., and a life- 
Ieng Universalist, died at his home on 
Pease Avenue on Thursday, September 
26. He was born in Monson, attended 
Monson Academy and was graduated 
from Tufts College in 1895. In 1909, 
he became associated with his brother, 
William L. Ricketts and Alvin A. Shaw 
to form the Rickets and Shaw Woolen 
Mills. He retired when the business 
was sold in 1983. 

Mr. Ricketts served several terms as 
selectman, assessor, and for six years, 
was a member of the original Road 
Commission. He had been treasurer 
of Monson Academy and Monson Free 
Library, trustee of the Monson Savings 
Bank, and was the first president of 
the Rotary Club. He was a Past Mas- 
ter of the Day Spring Lodge of Masons 
and a member of Hampden Chapter 
Royal Arch Masons, Springfield Com- 
mandery, Knights Templars, and Melba 
Temple of the Mystic Shrine. 

He united with the First Universalist 
Church of Monson in 1893 and since 
then, has been very active in all de- 
partments of church life, having served 
as parish treasurer, member of the 
Parish Committee and teacher in the 
Church School. 

Mr. Ricketts has always been re- 
garded as a man of sound judgment 
and as one always interested and active 
in everything pertaining to the welfare 
of the community. 

Besides his wife, the former Lena 
Babbitt, he leaves a son, John, of Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y., and two grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at the home 
on Saturday, September 28. Rev. Wil- 
liam P. Farnsworth of the Universalist 
Church officiated. 


THE FIRST PARISH 
IN MALDEN 


The first parish supper of the season 
was held in the Malden, church, Oc- 
tober 17. Returned service men were 
invited guests, and the Rev. Clinton 
Lee Scott, D. D., Superintendent of 
Massachusetts Churches, was the 
speaker of the evening. Between the 
supper and the evening program, a 
special Parish meeting was held for 
the considering and adopting of the 
budget for 1947. As this Parish believes 
in an annual Every-Member-Canvass, 
the finance committee has set aside the 
last three Sundays in November for 
this project. 

Jeanne Scanlon, a student at Jackson 
College, and a member of the Attleboro, 
church, has been engaged as adviser 
to the High School group of the Parish. 
The first meeting of the season was 
held October 6, and plans were made 
to visit the Melrose church on the 
occasion of Ann Postma’s speaking, to 
attend the Massachusetts Rally in Cam- 
bridge, October 27, and to hold a dance 
later in the month. 


{@&k-; STAINED GLASS 


WINDOWS 


Liberal Ministry Today 


UNPRECEDENTED 
OPPORTUNITY 


for Significant Service 


Secure your training 
at the 


Theological School of 


ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 


Distinctly liberal in spirit of 
instruction and administration. 
Men and women accepted on equal terms. 
Returning veterans admitted at any time. 
If YOU are interested write today for 
information 


DEAN JOHN MURRAY ATWOOD 
Canton, New York 


Owen Washburn’s 


New Book 


“ETERNAL YOUTH, A COL- 
LECTION OF GREEN MOUN- 
TAIN VERSE” by Owen R. Wash- 
burn. A Vermonter’s poems about 
New England brooks, old time 
dances, first baseball games, coun- 
try choirs, old homesteads, log 
drives, sewing society meetings, 
July 4th in Vermont town meet- 
ings, one street towns, old time 
men, Vermont poets, Indian life, 
pastures, autumn scenes; in all 126 
poems, including 25 ballads and 
humorous accounts of farm life. 
Also a translation of “The Song 
of Songs.” 

In a review of it in The Chris- 
tian Leader, Dr. Howard Davis 
Spoerl said of it:” 

“The poetry is down to earth be- 
cause it reaches up to heaven. Its 
style is pervaded with a warm and 
neighborly quality suggestive of 
the coloring of New England land- 
scapes and the spiciness of a Ver- 
mont orchard. After years afield, 
the author returned at last to his 
birthplace in that state, and his 
speaking in perspective will for a 
long time hold the attention of 
lovers of life who wish to live it 
in abundance. A more suitable 
choice of a gift book than Eter- 
nal Youth would be hard to 
make.” 


Secure it at any book store or 
order it today, $1.50, from 


THE DRIFTWIND PRESS 
North Montpelier, Vermont 


Notices 
CENTRAL FELLOWSHIP 


COMMITTEE 
At a meeting of the Central Fellowship 
Committee held on September 19, the 


following actions were taken: 

Approved the action of the Massachu- 
setts Fellowship Committee in granting 
the right to administer Christian ordinances 
under Article VI, Section 6 of the Laws 
of Fellowship to Frederick L. Harrison. 

Granted the right to administer Christian 
ordinances under Article VI, Section 6 
of the Laws of Fellowship to Mrs. Vivian 
Blair Richards. 


Accepted the transfer of the following 


men from the Massachusetts jurisdiction: 
Rev. Roger D. Bosworth, D. D., Rev. 
Robert Cummins, D. D., Mr. A. Edwin 
Grimes. 


Approved the action of the Massachu- 


setts Fellowship Committee in~ granting 
reciprocal fellowship to Rey. William R. 
Reid. 


Transferred to the North Carolina juris- 
diction Rev, Thomas Turrell. 
Transferred to the New York jurisdic- 
tion Rev. O. Herbert McKenney. 
Estruer A. Ricuarpson, Secretary 


CONNECTICUT FELLOWSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
The Rev. Richard H. Bird, Jr. is hereby 
transferred to the jurisdiction of the New 
York State Universalist Convention. 
Raymonp M. Scorr, Sceretary 


CHANGE IN DATE OF 
FALL INSTITUTE, M.A. U. W. 

The Fall Institute of the Massachusetts 
Association of Universalist Women which 
was to have been held on October 24, at 
Waltham, has been postponed until Novem- 
ber 14. 

Exo1ss WELLINGTON 


Recording Secretary 


MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 
OF FELLOWSHIP 


License renewed, David H. Cole. 

License renewed, John P. Christensen. 

License granted, Raymond C. Hopkins. 

Accepted by transfer from New York, Rev. 
Weston A. Cate, D. D. 


Cart A. Hempet, Secretary. 


CONNECTICUT FELLOWSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
Accepted on Letter of Transfer the Rey. 
Ray Darwin Cranmer from California. 
Rayrmonp M. Scort, 
Secretary of the Fellowship Committee. 


CONNECTICUT MID-YEAR 
CONFERENCE 


The annual Mid-Year Conference of the 
Connecticut Universalist Convention 
the Association of Universalist Women will 
be held in the New Haven Universalist, 
Church, Wednesday afternoon and evening, 
November 18. 


Harry Apams Hersey, Secretary 


and 


Crackling 


Durng an illness Rufus Choate, the 
creat American lawyer, was reproached 
by a friend for not taking better care of 


himself. “If you continue your profes- 
sional labors, you'll undermine your 


constitution,” the friend said. 

Choate smiled wryly. “My constitu- 
tion was destroyed long ago,” he said. 
“IT am now living under the bylaws.” 


—Boston Globe 


Dean Academy and Junior College 


Franklin, Mass. 


Delightfully located in a_ beautiful 
old New England town. 

Homelike atmosphere for boys and 
girls working together under normal 
life conditions. 

Courses of study offered on the High 
School and Junior College levels. 

Intensive review courses in prepara- 
tion for college entrance requirements 
in the Academy. 


Junior College courses that major 
in Secretarial Science, Business, Com- 
mercial Art, Fashion Design, Medical 
Assistant. Medical Secretarial. Home 
Economics and Liberal Arts. 

Send for catalog. Specify which. 


WILLIAM C. GARNER 
Headmaster and President 


WITHIN OUR HEARTS 


ADVENT MEDITATIONS, 1946, by 


Alice Harrison 


Daily Readings for Advent 


The Human Heart—in Mary’s Heart—Eternity in Our Hearts—A Merry Heart 


A Prayerful Heart 


Miss Harrison is well known as a Director of Religious Education and 


has written these 
thoughts with you. 


Meditations with 


the sincere desire to share her 


UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 


16 BEACON STREET, BOSTON 8, MASS. 


Price Schedule 


1-10 
11-99 


492 


5% cents 

100-500 5 cents 

501 and up 454 cents 
all plus postage 


| Send me. ...copies of WITHIN OUR HEARTS | 
| Enclosed find 


6 cents 


WITHIN OUR 
HEARTS 


* 


Advent M editditons 
1946 / | | 


Untversarist Pusrishinc House 
16 Beacon Street Boston 8, Mass. 


Tear off and mail 
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